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Medieval Jews travel through "Sefer Hasidim"
(Analytical study)
Abstract: Travel was among the issues that preoccupied the
Jews in the Middle Ages for many reasons. During that

period, Jews in Europe were forced to go far from their place
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of residence, whether to seek livelihood through trade, or to
learn religious sciences in distant places, or to escape from
the disturbances or violence incidents that Jews may face, for
reasons including those related to their rejection as a different
religious minority amidst a Christian majority.

The book "Sefer Hasidim", which represents "Ashkenazi
Hasidism", is one of the most important books that dealt with
Jewish social life 1n all its aspects during the twelfth and
thirteenth centuries AD.

The author of the book R. Judah he-Hasid, explained his
point of view towards the Jew's departure from his home, He
allocated many paragraphs that deal with this issue from many
angles. In general, he strongly rejected the travel of the Jew
outside the vicinity of his Jewish community, except for
extreme necessity and under difticult conditions.

This study will explain the reasons for the refusal of R. Judah
he-Hasid to travel long distances by presenting some passages
from "Sefer Hasidim", although travel was common among
Jews during the aforementioned era.

Keywords: Travel, The Middle Ages, Family, Sefer
Hasidim, R. Judah he-Hasid
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