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Abstract

The purpose of the current qualitative study was to explore the
perceptions of teachers of students with learning disabilities regarding
the concept of evidence-based practices in reading instruction, along
with the practices they use to teach reading skills to elementary students
with reading difficulties. The study used multiple qualitative case study
methodology and involved eleven teachers. Data were collected through
field observations and individual semi-structured in-depth interviews and
analyzed using the reflexive thematic analysis approach. Findings
revealed that participants’ perceptions of evidence-based practices in
reading instruction and the practices they employed could be understood
through three main themes: (a) Accessibility issues, which describe the
challenges participants had in understanding the term "evidence-based
practices" and the dilemmas they faced in applying these practices in
their daily reading instruction; (b) Prevalence of explicit instruction,
which highlights that explicit instruction was the predominant evidence-
based practice used by participants compared to implicit or discovery
learning methods; and (c) Emphasis on phonics, which indicates a focus
on teaching phonics over other reading skills such as phonemic
awareness, vocabulary, fluency, and reading comprehension. Based on
these findings, several recommendations were made to support teachers'
selection and implementation of evidence-based practices in reading
instruction.

Keywords: Evidence-Based Practices, Reading Instruction, Reading
Skills, Reading Difficulties, Qualitative Research.
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