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Abstract : This research provides an analysis of the letter from the
Caliph Umar ibn al-Khattab to the Governor of Basra, Abu Musa al-
Ash‘ari, relying on the principles of the theory of rhetoric and
purposes by its owner Muhammad Muhammad Younis. We
analyzed the letter based on three main axes, starting with the
references of the letter's discourse, which are manifested in the
rhetorical reference, the realistic reference, the authority reference,
and finally the textual reference. In the second axis, we studied the
methods used in formulating the letter's discourse, which are: the
narrative method, the positional method, the structural method, and
the argumentative method. Finally, in the third and final axis, we
studied the goals, purposes, and objectives of the letter, showing the
difference between the three terms and illustrating them through
their study in the text of the letter. Through studying the letter of
Caliph Umar ibn al-Khattab to Abu Musa al-Ash'ari according to
the theory of rhetoric and purposes, it is evident that it is a timeless
document in establishing the foundations of fair justice, suitable for
establishing its foundations in every time and place, as the sender
derived its contents from the book of God and the Sunnah of His
Prophet. He condensed their contents and presented them in the best
form and most beautiful manner.

Keywords: discourse, theory of rhetoric and purposes, text,
references, Umar ibn al-Khattab, Abu Musa al-Ash’ari.
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