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The effectiveness of the social acceleration theory of
Hartmut Rosa in explaining the impact of
digitization on the social relations of the elderly, a
field study on a sample of the elderly in Cairo
Governorate

Summary
The current research aims to: Measuring the effectiveness of

Hartmut Rosa's social acceleration theory in explaining the impact
of digitization on the social relations of the elderly. It raised a main
question: What are the manifestations of digitization among the
elderly, and to what extent does this digitization affect the pattern of
social relations of the elderly, and what are the challenges that
digitization imposes on them, and what are the proposed methods to
support the social relations of the elderly in the digital society?
Which in turn raised a number of sub-questions and hypotheses. In
order to answer the questions and ensure the validity of the
hypotheses, the sample social survey method was used, as it was
applied to a sample of elderly respondents in Cairo Governorate,
whose number reached (242) respondents. The quantitative and
qualitative analysis were combined to achieve the highest rate of
analysis and objectivity in reaching the results.

Using the scale tool, and the in-depth interview guide, the
hypotheses were tested and the most important results were reached:
It became clear that there was a statistically significant difference
between the frequencies of the research sample's responses with
regard to increasing the elderly's dependence on digital technologies
more than face-to-face interactions. At the level of 0.01, the value of
"Ka2" reached Calculated 21.54, which is greater than the tabular
value of "Ca2", and this indicates that there is a statistically
significant difference in favor of the most frequent answers, and
then rejecting the zero hypothesis and accepting the first hypothesis,
which indicates the response of the elderly to digital technologies
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It was also clear that there was a statistically significant difference
between the frequencies of the research sample's responses
regarding the elderly's use of digital technologies in public services,
rather than their use in communicating with others. At the level of
0.01, where the calculated "Ca2" value was 18.34, which is greater
than the tabular "Ca2" value, and this indicates that there is a
statistically significant difference in favor of the most frequent
answers, then the zero hypothesis was rejected and the second
hypothesis was accepted. This indicates that the use of digital
technologies by the elderly has included all aspects of physical and
social life to an equal extent.
Keywords: social acceleration, digitization, social relations, the
elderly.
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! Europeans’ work and life — out of balance? An empirical test of assumptions from
the‘acceleration debate’” Nadine M Scho neck University of Bremen, GermanyTime &
Society 2018, Vol. 27(1) 3-39.
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3 Europeans’ work and life — out of balance? An empirical test of assumptions from
the‘‘acceleration debate’” Nadine M Scho neck University of Bremen, GermanyTime &
Society 2018, Vol. 27(1) 3-39.p.6,7.

4 Social acceleration in late modernity: the psychopathological structure of alienation
according to Hartmut Rosa,s sociological-philosophical reflection: Jonas Ferreira., p.3.
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¢ Social Acceleration and the Climate Crisis: On the Production of Mental Distress and
the Stimulation of the Resourceful Feeling of Anger Anders Petersen, 2020. P.1-7.
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8 Digitalization and Society Bibliographic Information published by the Deutsche
Nationalbibliothek, Frankfurt am Main 2017.

° Social Acceleration:Ethical and Political Consequences of a Desynchronized High-
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19Social_Media_and_Elderly People: research trends, Mayela Coto, 2017.

! United Nations, World Population Ageing 2017.

12 United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division.
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