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Modeling causative relationships among
gratitude, moral disengagement, self-compassion
and cyberbullying among students of Al-Azhar

University
Dr. Sohila Abd El Badea Said Sherif
Lecturer of Mental Health. Faculty of Education for girls
Al-Azhar University in Cairo

Abstract: The research aimed to investigate the extent of finding
acceptable fit indices for path analysis model in explanation
causative relationships among gratitude, moral disengagement, self-
compassion and cyberbullying, to reveal the direct and indirect
effects among the research variables, and the role of moral
disengagement and self-compassion as mediators variables in
relationship between gratitude and cyberbullying. Participants in the
research were (436) from students of al Azhar University (250)
femal, (186) male, with a mean age (18,14), standard deviation
(0,67). The research tools consisted of gratitude, moral
disengagement, and cybrbullying scales, (prepared by the
researcher) and self-compassion scale (Neff, 2003) translated by the
researcher. The statistical method of path analysis was used to
investigate the model by using the AMOS23 statistical program.
Results revealed that there are acceptable fit indices for path
analysis model between gratitude (independent variable), moral
disengagement, self-compassion (mediators) and cyberbullying
(dependent variable), there are statistically significant negative
direct effects for gratitude in moral disengagement, there are
statistically significant positive direct effects for gratitude in self-
compassion, there are statistically significant negative direct effects
for gratitude in cyberbullying (tow forms), there are statistically
significant indirect effects for gratitude in cyberbullying through
moral disengagement and self-compassion as mediators. Results
revealed that there is negative correlation between gratitude and
both of moral disengagement and cyberbullying, there is a positive
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correlation between gratitude and self-compassion, and a negative
correlation between self-compassion and cyberbullying, there is a
positive  correlation between moral disengagement and
cyberbullying.

Keys Words: Gratitude, moral disengagement, self-compassion,
cyberbullying, students of Al Azhar University .
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