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Estimating the Demand for Egyptian Potatoes in its most Important Import
Markets

Abd EI-Rahman, A. M. H.
Department of Economic Studies - Desert Research Center
ABSTRACT

Foreign trade plays an important role in balancing the economic structure and is considered a means of bridging the commodity
deficit. The problem with the research is that there is instability in Egyptian potato exports, and this fluctuation is due to the intense
competition that Egyptian potatoes face in the import markets. Therefore, the research aimed to identify the extent to which the exported
quantities of potatoes in the import markets responded through the standard estimation of the semi-optimal demand model, and the results
indicate that the price elasticity of Egyptian exports of potatoes in the Russian market amounted to about -1.12%, which means that it is a
commodity with elastic demand, and the price elasticity of demand in the Italian market was about -1.44%, which means that it is a
commodity with elastic demand in this market, while the price elasticity of demand in the Greek market was about - 1.77%, which means
that it is a commaodity with elastic demand in this market, while the price elasticity of demand in the Lebanese market is about -1.48%, which
means that it is a commodity with flexible demand in this market, and the research recommends the need to study ways to increase the
competitiveness of Egyptian potatoes in both the Russian, Greek and Italian market by studying the export prices of competing countries, the
date of export and consumer tastes, with the aim of increasing exports of Egyptian potatoes in those markets.

Keywords: semi-optimal demand, cross flexibility, spending flexibility, Market share.
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