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RICE GROWERS KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING RED SWAMP
CRAYFISH IN TWO VILLAGES IN MAHMODIA DISTRICT EL-
BEHEIRA GOVERNORATE
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This research aimed to determine farmers' Rice growers knowledge
level of red swamp crayfish concerning its body description and reproduction,
nutrition damages, catching tools, and management , Studying the
relationship between their knowledge degree concerning red swamp crayfish
as dependent variable and some independent variables , Determine the
restricts face the respondents in crayfish control, and their suggestions to
overcome them . Data were collected from studied farmers in January 2008
using retested questionnaire of random sample amounting to 102 of
Ariamoun , and Kafr Nikla villages Mahmodia district EL-Beheira
Governorate, Means, Ranges, Frequencies, Percentages and simple
correlation coefficient and multiple regression and correlation analysis
(step — wise ), and F test were used to present and analyze data statistically.

The results revealed that 46.1% & 47% of the respondents with high
and moderate level of age respectively, 39.2% & 53% of the respondents
grew small and moderate Rice area respectively, 49.0% of the respondents
with low education level, 41.0% and 49.0% of the respondents with low and
moderate level of extension communication respectively, 70.6% of the
respondents with low level of growing fish in Rice fields, 32.3% and 47.1% of
the respondents with high and moderate experience level in Rice growing
respectively, 78.4% of the respondents with low acceptance level of red
swamp cray fish as a source of protein, 60.8% of the respondents with low
knowledge level of red swamp cray fish benefits, 62.7% of the respondents
with high level of agricultural emeritus .

- 27.5%, 52% &20.5% of the respondents with low, moderate and high
knowledge level concerning red swamp crayfish, 67.6% of the respondents
with high knowledge level concerning red swamp crayfish damages, 53.9% of
the respondents with moderate knowledge Level concerning red swamp
crayfish nutrition, 47.1% and 34.3% of the respondents with moderate and
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high knowledge level respectively concerning red swamp crayfish body
description and reproduction, respondents knowledge level concerning
animal catching tools and management are low .

There are a significant positive relationship between the degree of
respondents knowledge concerning red sewamp crayfish as dependent
variable and both of the following independent variables: degree of emeritus
of agricultural work, and degree of respondents knowledge of red sewamp
crayfish benefits at 0.01 level , Degree of emeritus of agricultural work
interpret 33.6% of the total variance in the dependent variable.

The most important restricts facing respondents and prevent red swamp
crayfish elimination or control are: no pesticides are crayfish specific so that
the pesticides affect the fish in Rice fields and channels, red swamp crayfish
burrowing behavior make its' control difficult, The huge amounts and
widespread of red swamp crayfish in the fields and channels, and there is no
tools to catch it where saied that 30.4%, 19.6%, 11.8% and 4.9% of the
respondents respectively.

The respondents' suggestions to overcome that restricts to control red
swamp crayfish without side effect on fish: introducing extension education
about red swamp crayfish control, farmers cooperation in red swamp crayfish
control process, building channels sides, covering channels, introducing
crayfish catching tools to farmers, establishing national campaign to red
swamp crayfish control, Some recommendations were suggested to control
red swamp crayfish.
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