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ABSTRACT

The research is aiming to know the socio-economic characteristics of the
respondents, study the costs and returns of some palm by-products enterprises,
identify the extension role in developing it, and recognize the problems facing the
respondents in producing and marketing the products and their suggestions to
solve them.

The research was conducted in four villages belong to three districts in
Fayoum governorate which represent the most famous villages in producing the
target products (cages, palm leafs, ropes, mazabel)1l

The total sample number reached to 100 respodnents. Data were collected
through personal interviews guided by a questionnaire. An economical and
statistical analysis were used to analyze data.

Findings indicated that the majority of the respondents (92%) were small or
average age, and 86% of them had average or large size families. Also the
educational status was low standard specially between women, so 92.9% of them
were iliterate compared with 76,7% for men, also aspiration level of women was
less than men.

According to the project activities, it was found that these activities were
inheritable, as 73% of respondents reported. The majority of the projects were self
financial as 77% of respondents mentioned. There was semi-agreement between
respondents (men & women) that they did not improve heir products and they did
not deliver training to improve it.

In relation to the economical findings, it was found that the average of net
return of the firm of cages was 130.55 LE per week, and the ratio of income to
costs was 1.12, also the added value reached to 145 L.E. Findings indicated also
that the average of net return of mazabel firm reached to 85.7 LE per week, and
the ratio of income to costs was 1.68 which consider a high ratio and give an
indicator to the industry profits. Also the added value reached to 85.69 LE.

In relation to the ropes, the net return of the firm reached to 2.5 LE per
week, and the ratio of income to costs was 1.08, and the added value was 2.5 LE.
Findings also indicated that the net return of the palm leafs firm reached to 27 LE
per week and the ratio of income to costs was 1.64 and also the added value was
27 LE.

Finding also reported clearly that there was no any extension service
delivered to the labours working in the studied enterprises, so 85% of the
respondents (men and women) did not hear about the extension, and there was an
agreement that they did not got any service from it Also the self experience and
neighbours were the main sources of their information.
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