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Pottery patterns in the tomb of li-mr ,Saqgara Yasmin Hassan Mostafa Alaa EI-Din

Abstract

The tomb of li-mr is located north of the Saqgara necropolis. Its owner
held a number of priestly and administrative titles, including chief dentist Wr-
ibH(yw) and director of dentists xrp-Ir(w) ibH. Pottery pots are a material and
tangible witness to the economic situation and social life of ancient societies.
They are also one of the best historical and archaeological sources in tracing

trade relations in the ancient world.

A number of pottery patterns were discovered within the excavations
of the li-mr tomb north of Saggara, which indicates the use of the tomb site
for several historical periods, thus indicating the importance of the tomb site.
The pots that date to the period of the New Kingdom represented 42% of the
total sample. While pots dated to the period of the Old Kingdom represented
37%, and pots dated to the Ptolemaic and Roman periods represented 13%.

Beer Jars dated to the era of the Fourth Dynasty represented 26% of
the studied sample. While the multi-use closed vessels represented 24% |,
dishes 20%, while the aromatic pots represented 15% , the symbolic pots 6%
of the studied sample, while the wine containers known as amphora 4% and
the small cups represented 4% of the pottery of the tomb.
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Introduction

The tomb of li-mr is located north of the Saggara necropolis, to
the east of the Serapeum by about 760 m . north of the pyramid of
Userkaf, about 520m. west of the tombs of the first and second
dynasties, about 400 m. South of the catacombs of the Ibis, about 100
meters (See map No. 1).

The name and titles of the owner of the tomb

The textual sources of the'tomb included.the name of the tomb
owner in the form of Nl e li-mr/® The name means One who is
coming from the water channel. It is remarkable that this isthe first time
in the ancient Egyptian texts that this name has the determinative with
the sign of water pool. He had varieus-administrative and.religious titles
especially in his/position as Chief dentist S=<—_Wr —ibH(yw)®, and
Director of dentists %4»& xrp ir(w) ibH .® During the excavation
carried out in the tomb; different types of pottery werediscovered and
were been analyzed . Evidence for excavating -the site in the past is
confirmed in what was found inside-the burial chamber of Ji-mr, where
a scrap of paper was found from'aneld;French newspaper dating back
to 1887 AD. itus likely that«this chamber was“uncovered or more

probably been lootedkin that time.
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Map no.(1)
The location of li-mr tomb at north of Saggara
from Google Earth site

Patterns of pottery vessels discovered in the tomb of li-mr

The discovered pottery from the archaeological excavation sites
are represented in complete pottery vessels or broken pottery sherds.
The discovered pottery is considered one of the most important
archaeological materials that can be relied upon in the history of the
succession of ages on a single excavation site. This is more helpful ,
especially in the case of looted or demolished tombs, or those that do
not contain secured historical data.(®

Types of pottery bear witness to the economic situation and social
life of specific ancient societies. The study of pottery helps to identify
the regional development and even foreign trade between the ancient

Fifty year - Vol. 100 June 2024 36
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cultural centers. Some excavations in Palestine, for example, provided
us with various types of pottery made from the Nile silt. Including
evidence of the existence of commercial and inter-relations between
Egypt and Palestine since the late pre-dynastic era ® .

Sherds of different types of pottery that were found at the site of
the tomb of li-mr were distinguished by their diversity in its raw
materials, methods of manufacturing and shapes in connection with the
function of each vessel. The pottery was divided according to the layers
that were discovered at the site, it became clear that the pottery
fragments from different areas were mixed reflecting that the site had
been exploited in the past.

The pottery was partially preserved at the site. However, by the
January revolution 2010, groups of vandals entered the site, tampered
with the pottery containers and preserved human bones at the site,
subsequently the loss of its arrangement. It has been reassembled again
and been studied. Examining the collected pottery resulting from the
excavations of the tomb. A random sample of 100 diagnostic pieces was
taken from the excavation product. To find out the results of pottery at
the site and it became clear the following:

37 Fifty year - Vol. 100 June 2024
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1. Beer Jars

The prevailing type in the site is beer Jars made of coarse Nile clay
( N.C) with an oval shape and hand made. It usually shows
fingerprints on the outside and inside of the container. The beer jars
were characterized by the presence of many contents, including sand,
crushed pottery, small gravel and straw that burns in the process of
burning the pots, which helps in the presence of pores in the body of
the pot. Examples of such type of pottery was found as follows:

e D. N0.58.022, rim diameter 10 c.m, Height 9.5 c.m, Maximum
body diameter is about 18 c.m. Surface treatment is of wet
smoothed. Fabric N.C., Manufacturing hand made, Type Beer jar
(see fig. no. 1). It is more probable dated to Fourth Dynasty.®)

006

[ e
0 1 2 3 4 5

Figno. 1
Beer Jar No. 58.022
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* D. No. 71.022, base diameter 3 ¢.m, Height 13.5 ¢.m, Maximum
body diameter 15 c¢.m. Surface treatment is of wet smoothed white
wash. It was of Fabric N.C. and is manufactured by hand made (see
fig. no. 2). It is more probable dated to the Fourth Dynasty, similar to

what we have in Giza necropolis.(”

BN B
0 1 2 3 4 5

Fig. no. 2
Beer Jar No. 71.022

2. Utensils for storing liquids
Closed multi-use utensils, whether as utensils for storing liquids or
various cooking utensils and some storage utensils.

e D.No. 13.022, rim diameter 10 c.m, Height 6 c.m. Maximum body
diameter is about 13 c.m. Surface treatment is of red slip while fabric
of is of NB1 and manufactured by wheel made (see fig. no. 3). It is
more probably dated to Late 18" dynasty.( ®
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Fig. no. (3)
Closed pot No. 13.022
e D.N0.14.022, rim diameter 12 c.m, Height 8 c.m . Maximum body
Diameter is about 12 ¢.m. Surface treatment is of self slip - colored,
Fabric MA4, Decoration Motifs colored dec. It was
manufactured by wheel made (see fig. no. 4). It is more probably
dated to 18" dynasty.

S —— — —
o 1 2 3 4 5

Fig. no .(4)
Closed vase N0.14.022
e D.N0.59.022, rim diameter 7 c.m. , Height 20 c.m., while the
maximum body diameter is about 15 c.m., Surface treatment is of
wet smoothed- red slipt. Fabric MA2 and was made by wheel made
(see fig. no. 5). It is dated to the Fourth dynasty.(%
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Fig .no. (5)
Closed wine jar N0.59.022

e D.N0.32.022, base diameter 5 c.m., Height 9.5 c.m., Maximum body
diameter11 c.m., Surface treatment wet smoothed- white slipt, Fabric

NB1, Manufacturing Wheel made-base cut with knife (see fig. no.
6). It is dated to the Third century AD. @V

Fig. no. 6
Closed jar No. 32.022
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3. Open dishes
The open dishes, with different materials represent the third most
common type of pottery inside the tomb of II-mr.

e D.No. 36.022: It is with a base which its diameter almost around 4
c.m., Height 6 c.m., Maximum body diameter 14 c.m., Surface
treatment self slipt, Fabric MA2L. It has evidences for different
horizontal line on its outer body. It is more probably wheel made (see
fig. no. 7). It is more probably dated to the Third century AD®?),

Fig no (7)
Open dish N0.36.022
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e D.No. 93.022, rim diameter 36 c.m., Height 7 c.m., Maximum body
diameter 36 c.m., Surface treatment is of wet smoothed-red slipt.
Fabric NB2, It was manufactured by wheel made (see fig. no. 8). It
is more probably dated to the
period of 17-18 dynasties. *®

P NO . 56/2006 N N .
cale : 1:1

oooooo

Fig no (8)
Open dish No. 93.022
* D.No. 67.022, rim diameter 27 c.m., Height 4 c.m., Maximum body
diameter 27 c.m., Surface treatment wet smoothed, Fabric NB2 It
was made by wheel made (see fig. no. 9). It is dated to the Fourth

Dynasty.(4)

Pl
- .
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E { g. no. (9)

Open dish N0.67.022
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e D.No. 22.022, rim diameter 20 c.m., Height 5.5 c.m., Maximum
body diameter 20 c.m. Surface treatment is of polished — red slipt.

Fabric NB1, Manufacturing Wheel made, (see fig. no. 10). It is dated
to the Fourth dynasty. (%

555555

D:Ne:22.022
P.No: 14/2004
Ph. D 28¢. 22

Fig no. (10)
Open dish No. 22.022

4. Aromatic utensils
The aromatic utensils, which include both types of perfume and oil
utensils are of small sized vessels with an elongated neck.
e D.No. 1.022, Rim diameter 4.3 c.m., Height 7.5 c.m., Maximum
body diameter 4 c.m., Surface treatment burnished, self slipt, Fabric

MAZ2, It is manufactured by wheel made (see fig. no. 11 a), and is
dated to the 18" dynasty. 1©
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Fig.no. (11 a)
Aromatic utensils No0.1.022
It is a good example of imitated form of that Cyproite Bilbil of
Late Bronze Period (LB ) reflecting such commercial and intercultural

relation between Egypt and Cyprus (see fig. no. 11b).(7"

Fig. no. (11 b)
Cyproite Bilbil

e D.No. 5.022, base diameter 5 c.m., Height 9 c.m., Maximum body
diameter 6 c.m., Surface treatment Burnished, Fabric MA1(may be
imported) , Manufacturing wheel made (see fig. n. 12). It is dated to
the Dyn.18-19 (¥,
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Fig no (12)

Base of closed jar N0.5.022

e D.No. 7.022. Fragment from the tope of a Jar with rim diameter about
4 c.m., Height 5 c.m., Maximum body diameter 4 c.m., Hight loop
handle is still well preserved in that sherd. Surface treatment Wet
smoothed, Fabric NB2, Manufacturing wheel made ( see fig. no. 13).
It is dated to more probable to 26" dynasty into Ptolemaic period. )

[ |
0 1 2 3 4 5

Fig no (13)
Rim of oil jar No. 7.022
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5. Symbolic vessels
The symbolic vessels, which are usually found in cemeteries,

represented a small percentage, as six symbolic vessels of different

shapes were found, including those made on the wheel, and two

symbolic vessels were hand made.

e D.No. 8.022, rim diameter 4.5 c.m., Height 2 c.m., Maximum body
diameter 4 c.m., Fabric N.C. It is done by hand made (see fig. no.
14). It is possible to date it into Fourth dynasty. 29

Fig no (14)
Miniature plate (?) from 4" dynasty

e D.No. 12.022, rim diameter 5.5 c.m., Height 2 c¢.m., Maximum
body diameter 5.5 c.m., Surface treatment Wet smoothed, Fabric
MA1, Manufacturing wheel made, Dating Dyn.18@Y),

Fig no (15)
miniature plate, 18" dynasty
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6. Amphora (containers for preserving wine)

This type for preserving wine is known as amphora It were
distinguished by their large size and were made of Nile clay mixed with
some sand. It is usually made of pure clay. It was also distinguished by
the different shapes of its base, including pointed bases that were made
manually and attached to the body of the amphora, which is made on
the wheel. So it was easily broken. The pointed base was intended to be
planted in the ground to stabilize the pot. Four fragments were found in
the site of li-mr tomb representing amphorae bases for storing wine. It
is a good evidence for re-using the tomb , thus we have such type of
pottery from a date late than that of proposed for tomb of li-mr of Old
kingdom.

A well preserved such type of amphora is known from different
Egyptian archaeological sites (see fig. no. 16a). ¢

Fig. no. 16a

Type of Amphora in archaeological site
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e D.No. 76.022, Base diameter 2 c.m., Height 9 c.m., Maximum
body diameter 8 c.m., Fabric N.D. It is manufactured by hand made
(see fig. no. 16 b) and more probably is dated to the Greek Dynasty

over Egypt. (@3

Fig. no. (16 b)
Base of amphorae from ptlomaic period No.76.002

e D.No. 85.022, base diameter 3 c.m., Height 23 c.m., Maximum body
diameter 11 c.m., Surface treatment Wet smoothed, Fabric NB2,
Manufacturing wheel made. It is more probable dated to Greek
dynasty over Egypt ¢4,

oooooo
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7. Small cups
Fragments of four small cups with thin edges were found. Thus, the

cups represented 4% of the total sample studied. Perhaps the number

of the cups has decreased due to the thinness of the walls of the cups,

which leads to their breaking and loss easily and their lack of
steadfastness with time.

e D.No. 46 .022, rim diameter 11 c.m., Height 4.5 c.m., Maximum

body diameter 11 c.m., Fabric NB2. It is manufactured by wheel

made (see fig. no. 18). It is more probably dated to 18" Dynasty.( %

[
0o 1 2 3 4 5

P-No:. 70/ 2004
™ 2Q:4. 22

Fig .no. (18)
Rim of cup No. 46.022
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Conclusion :

Based on the foregoing, it becomes clear that the pottery patterns
that were discovered in the tomb of li-mr, Saqgara are as follows:

The beer Jars represented 26% of the total sample studied. The
Closed multi-use utensils represented 24% of the sample. As the open
dishes , they represented 20% of the total sample while the aromatic
utensils were about 15% of the sample. The symbolic (miniature)
vessels represented a small percentage about 6%. The containers of
liquid (wine) which known as amphorae represented 4% while the small
cups represented 4% of the sample. The pots dating back to the era of
the New kingdom represented 42% of the total sample studied. On the
other hand, dated pots of the Old Kingdom represented 37% of the total
sample studied. Pots dating to the Ptolemaic and Roman periods
represented 13% of the total pots.

As for the silt used in the pots of the site. The coarse Nile silt made
of beer jars was common, which was found in abundance at the site,
which is N.C. The pots made of it represented 31% of the total pots of
the site. The clay composition NB2 represented the second type
common in the site pots, where most of the closed containers for storage
and open dishes were made of it, representing 30% of the total pots at
the site. Whereas, marl represented 18% of the total utensils that were
studied in the random sample, according to the difference in the
contents of its composition. While the clay composition NB1
represented 13% of the total pots that were found at the site. In general,
the Nile silt is 82% of the total pots used on the site.
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