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Problems of Cultivation Medicinal and Aromatic Plants in Beheira Governorate,
and The Current Role of Agricultural Extension in This Field

Abd El-Halim, A. M. and Salwa A. Ghaly

Economics, Agricultural Extension and Rural Development Department -Faculty of Agriculture - Damanhour University

ABSTRACT

This research mainly aimed to study the problems of cultivation of medicinal and aromatic plants in Beheira Governorate, to identify
the problems facing the surveyed farmers during the production and marketing of the medicinal and aromatic plants under study, to identify the
role of agricultural extension in the production and marketing of medicinal and aromatic plants from the viewpoint of the respondents, and to
determine the correlational and regression relationships between the degree of presence problems of cultivating medicinal and aromatic plants
in Beheira Governorate, and identifying the proposals of the surveyed farmers to overcome the problems they face in the field of production
and marketing of medicinal and aromatic plants. The research results showed that: The most important production problems mentioned by the
respondents are: the small size of the agricultural land holdings and their dispersal makes it difficult for service operations, especially the
mechanical ones, the lack of improvement of the available local varieties and the development of new varieties that are popular in foreign
markets, the spread of insects and birds causing some damage to the crop, the emergence of plant wilt disease from more The problems facing
producers of medicinal and aromatic plants, and the lack of specialized agricultural extension agents and consequently the absence of technical
guidance during the planting season, with rates of 95.6%, 93.3%, 92.2%, 88.3%, 86.1%, respectively. The most important manufacturing
problems mentioned by the respondents are: the small number of extraction plants and therefore most of their production is exported raw and
this leads to great waste, the failure to establish centers for collecting, drying, pressing, distilling and packing medicinal and aromatic plants in
the places of their cultivation, not establishing a unit to sterilize the exported plants in order to reduce the high rates of microbial load Which
does not satisfy the importer, and the distance of factories from the places of cultivation, which costs financial burdens for transportation, at
rates of 63.9%, 62.2%, 52.2% and 51.7%, respectively.

Keywords: Medicinal and Aromatic Plants - Productive Problems - Manufacturing Problems - Marketing Problems - El-Beheira Governorate
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