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Abstract:

This study is concerned with shedding light on political
awareness and the trends explaining it. The study adopted the
descriptive approach through analyzing the literature related to
political awareness, and it was found that there is a discrepancy
between sociologists and political scientists in providing a definition
for the concept of political awareness. It can be defined as the extent
of individuals' awareness of the important political issues and events
associated to their local and national societies, then the extent of their
knowledge and understanding of matters relevant to the political field,
and their role in participating in political life and the existing partisan
and parliamentary practices. There are some forms that imply and
indicate the content of awareness including: the negative political
awareness, crisis political awareness, dual political awareness, and
positive political awareness. The components of political awareness
comprise: political leaders, political institutions, and political issues.
The elements of political awareness include: identity, citizenship,
political participation, political pluralism, and the transfer of power. It
was found that the most important sources of political awareness
involve: the family, school, religious institutions, comrades' group, in
addition to media and communication. The importance of political
awareness originates from the significance and danger of politics and
political decisions on the lives of peoples and societies. Political
awareness is a vital element in building a democratic political system
as political awareness is the first stage of the political participation
that converts from political interest to political knowledge, then
political voting, and finally political demands. The absence of political
awareness results in many problems that harm the life of society; the
most important of which is the misunderstanding of the political
system that mixes politics with morals and the absence of political
awareness leads to the loss of human rights

Key words: Political Awareness, Political Life.
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