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Farmers' Opinions Regarding Covid-19's Effects on The Agricultural Sector in

New Valley Governorate, Egypt
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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the agricultural sector from farmers'
viewpoint. The specific objectives are to: 1) Identify farmers' information sources on Covid-19, 2) Identify impacts of
Covid-19 on the agricultural sector from respondents' point of view, 3) identify farmers' coexistence behavior with Covid-
19, 4) Determine factors affecting farmers' coexistence behavior, 5) Know about farmers' opinions on the role of
agricultural extension during the pandemic. Data were collected from 120 respondents form New Valley governorate
using an electronic questionnaire form during 25 June to 5 July 2020. Frequencies, percentages, mediation measures and a
Chi square test were used for data display and presentation. Results indicated that TV programs and the Ministry of Health
and Population page on Facebook were highly recommended as sources of information about Covid-19 (54.17% and
51.67%, respectively), there are changes in respondents' social interactions to the increase on digital interactions and
decrease on direct one. The Covid-19 affects the increasing of food demand and prices (50%), increasing the consumption
of vegetables and fruits (75% and 66.7%). Results revealed that 54.17% of respondents adopt coexistence behaviors
moderately. While the agricultural extension did not undertake any activities related to Covid-19 (83.33%), despite the
desire of farmers (67.5%), they reported their desire to receive extension messages via electronic means such as
WhatsApp (39.17%) or Facebook (32.5%). Finally, the study concluded some points for the digital transformation in the
agricultural extension and some recommendations were suggested.

Keywords: Covid-19, Coronavirus, Agricultural Sector, Coexistence, Food consumption, Agricultural extension, Egypt
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