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THE ROLE OF SOCIAL NETWORKING SITES |IN
DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL AND POLITICAL AWARENESS
OF RURAL YOUTH: A FIELD STUDY ON A SAMPLE OF
RURAL STUDENTS FROM SOHAG UNIVERSITY.

Hoda M. Abd el-aal

Agricultural Extension and Rural Sociology Department, Faculty of
Agriculture, Sohag University

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to identify The role of social networking sites in the
development of political and social awareness of rural youth through the
following objectives:

1-ldentify the most commonly social network site thatis used among the
members of the research sample.

2-Identify the rural youth motives to use social network sites and its
relationship to the development of their knowledge level and their social
and political awareness.

3-Identify the interaction of rural youth with these sites and its relationship to
the development of their knowledge level and their societal and political
awareness.

4-ldentify the degree of young confidence for information provided by social
network sites and its relationship to the development of their knowledge
level and their societal and political awareness.

To achieve these objectivesthe study was conducted on the students of
Sohag University, where a sample of 300 respondents was selected
representing 9.1% of the total number of students at the university
faculties, The study has depended in collecting dataon interview
questionnaire style. the percentage of iterations and the Pearson
correlation coefficient were used to analyze the data of this study. The
main results of the study are the following:

1-The most important roles played by social networking sites for the
development of social awareness of youth members of the research
sample with a high degree are: communicate with many friends of different
gender and race(65%), identify the cultures of others followed(60%),it
gives ordinary citizens the right to express their opinions(59.7%), it's one of
the tool of the new media which spread events as they happen(59%), they
helped in the formation of media trends towards some of the issues through
exchanged comments and opinions(58%).

2-The most prominent roles played by social networking sites for the
development of the political consciousness of the young members of the
sample research with a high degree are: it's a factor of the success of the
revolutions of January 25, and June 30(57.7%), followed it became a
platform for political dialogue of the political elite and the public
(49.7%),influenced in making some crucial decisions on the political
arena(41%), it contributed to communicate and assemble and transmit
revolutionary ideas, and expose the dictatorial regimes(40.7%).
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3-The study found that there is a positive correlation between the role of
social networking sites in the development of community awareness of
young people and the multiplicity of motives to use social networking sites,
the amount of interaction with social networking, the degree of confidence
in the information provided by social networking sites, as the value of the
correlation coefficient each, respectively, 0,115*,0,133*,0,501**

4-The study also found that there is a positive correlation between each of
the role of social networking sites in the development of the political
consciousness of the youth and the multiplicity of social networking sites
are used, the multiplicity of the motives of the use of social networking
sites, the amount of interaction with social networking, the degree of
confidence in the information provided by the social networking sites, as
the value of the correlation coefficient for each of them, respectively0,138%,
0,253**, 0,268**, 0,537**.
The recommendations of this study are:- the establishment of a
meaningful youth groups on social networking sites adopt social and
cultural issues for the exchange of knowledge and dissemination of interest .
-University professors must interest using modern communications
technology to development the courses that they teach.

- We have to guide youth to use social networking sites in a positive way.

- We have to use social networking sites in teaching , learning and scientific
research because of the positive effects which increase the effectiveness
and efficiency of the educational process.
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