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ABSTRACT

The aim of this research is to determine both the level of greenhouse farmers’
knowledge in relation with agricultural extension recommendations to crop cucumber
in Sulaymaniah governorate, and the factors related to that knowledge, and to identify
the relationship of some independent parameters (variables). The research samples
were selected based on random sampling approach with 30% of 426 total number of
greenhouse farmers with a sample size of 122 farmers, and a criterion was prepared
to measure the knowledge level of the greenhouse farmers with regard to the
agricultural extension recommendations related to cucumber planting, such
measuring criterion was developed according to scientific literature and experts
knowledge in the field of horticulture and vegetable crops. The questionnaire form was
used as a tool to collect data, in addition personal visits, interviewing, and a number of
statistical methods were finally used to analyze the study data (percentages,
arithmetic means, standard deviations, simple correlation factors (Pearson) along with
the use of SPSS-18 commercial package to analyze the data under study.

The research concluded that the knowledge level of the greenhouse farmers
was moderate but with a rising trend as the highest percentage of 62.99% of the
farmers was found within the medium rank of the knowledge level with an average of
66.06 degrees. While the lowest percentage of 18.04% of the farmers was found
within the low rank of the knowledge level with an average of 52.04 degrees. With
regard to personal and functional factors, it was shown that 52.47% of the farmers
were over the age of 45, and 48.38% of the farmers were secondary school (and up)
graduates. Also that 40.16% of the farmers were fell within the category (1-4)
agricultural workers, and that 55.74% were contracted workers and 66.39% of them
have productivity of the category (5-8) tons per single plastic house with surveying
capacity of 452 m2 and 41.82% of them own more than 18 greenhouses. The vast
majority of the farmers were limited with respect to approaching agricultural
information sources, and they form 84.43%. The research results also show that there
were linked intangibles relations between the farmers knowledge level of the
agricultural extension recommendations (to crop cucumber) and the parameters of:
(education level, labor, agricultural productivity, greenhouses number, cast to
agricultural information sources), in addition to the absence of any relationship
between the farmers’ knowledge level and the parameters of age, and agricultural
property type.
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