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Economic Study of the Possibility of Achieving Self-Sufficiency of the Most Important
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ABSTRACT

Food shortage is one of the main problems facing the developing countries, including Egypt. Nowadays, Egypt is
suffering from a sharp decline in the food security as it doesn't have the ability to achieve strategic crops self-sufficiency. This
situation is becoming worse because of the negligence of the agricultural sector. Agricultural development doesn't take the proper
attention to increase the domestic supply of food. Instead, they rely on abroad to provide many of these strategic commodities
such as wheat, sugar, oils, and meat .So, the research problem was directed to what is noticed in the insufficient production of
local consumption. There is a food gap in some important strategic crops, reaching the extent of the inability to achieve self-
sufficiency of these crops, as well as annually importing large quantities from the world market to cover the deficit in these crops.
It is marked as a serious indicator of the national economy for not controlling the prices of goods imported from abroad, and the
absence of a clear policy to promote the Egyptian food sector.The research aims to identify the main reasons for the growing
food gap, lack of self-sufficiency, as well as the impact of some related policies on the possibility of achieving Egyptian food
security.Results showed an increase in the annual production of cereals, sugars and vegetable oils, as well as a statistically
significant increase of 1.13%, 2.62% and 2.35%, with an increase of consumption as 3.10%, 1.72% 3.15%. Legumes production
decreased by 4.42% annually. During the study period, the food gap of cereals, sugars, legumes, and vegetable oils reached
7.86%, 3.97%, 5.61% and 3.33% .It is clear that agricultural loss of cereals, sugars, legumes and vegetable oils were also
increased, with a statistically significant increase of 10.59%, 12.34%, 2.94% and 5.47% during the study period .Despite the
expected increase in the production and consumption of cereals, sugars, legumes and vegetable oils, the expected food gap will
increase year after year. It is a must to have a future vision of the reasons behind their increase, working hard to develop
solutions, suggestions and different ways to reduce them.
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