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A Comparative Study of Food Subsidies as One of the Social Protection System for the
Farmers in Al Wady Aljadid and Assiut Governorates

Engy K. Faied and Howida E. Hassan

Agricultural Extension and Rural Development Research Institute,
Agricultural Research Center, Economic Research Institute, Agricultural Research Center

ABSTRACT

The main aim of the research is identifying food subsidies as one of the social protection system for the farmers in Al Wady
Aljadid and Assiut Governorates, by achieving the following objectives: Identifying the current situation regarding to food subsidies and
bread subsidies in Egypt during the study period. Identifying respondents holding of ration cards in the research areas. Identifying the
number of individuals registered in the ration cards held by the respondents. Identifying Preference of respondents for cash or in-kind
subsidies. Identifying the quality of goods that respondents exchanged it by bread points. identify the nature of the differences between
the respondents in the two research areas regarding to the quantity of ration food commodities consumed by them.This research is one
of the applied descriptive research. The comparative approach was used to achieve the objectives of this research, which was conducted
on 50 agricultural families from Al-Kharja Center in Al Wady Aljadid Governorate and 50 agricultural families from Abnoub Center in
Assiut Governorate. The total number of respondents was 100 families. The data were obtained through a questionnaire that was tested
and collected through the interview in March and April 2017. The descriptive statistics were used to calculate frequencies and
percentages, and quantitative statistics were used by using T test for two independent samples.The main findings indicated:Increasing in
food subsidies and bread subsidies by15.3%, 23.7% of total subsidies in order during the period 2000/2001- 2016/2017.Importance of
ration goods for small farmers with limited incomes, whether in cash or in kind.umbrella of food subsidies does not include all low-
income farmers.respondents attributed their preference to the quality of food support, whether in kind or in cash, to reasons regarding to
the freedom of access to ration goods according to consumer taste and culture, and other reasons regarding to the living and social
conditions experienced by the respondents, which were the fear of respondents of the high prices of food commodities and fear of not
providing ration goods.The culture of food varies by region, and this leads to a different need for ration goods from one region to
another.
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