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THE PRODUCTIVE AND ECONOMIC EFFICIENCY OF
PRODUCING ORGANIC CHAMOMILE IN EGYPT
(FAYOUM GOVERNORATE CASE STUDY)

Seham G.H.M. Makey, M.G. Amer, Ragaa M. Rezk and A.F. Hamed
Agric. Econ. Dept., Fac. Agric., Zagazig Univ., Egypt

ABSTRACT: The study aimed to estimate the productive and economic efficiency of
cultivating organic chamomile by analyzing the evolution of cultivated area, production and
productivity in Egypt and also in Fayoum Governorate, and indicating to the obstacles of
expanding the cultivation and then the methods of their treatments. The study relied on two
types of data: the first published and unpublished secondary data from different sources, the
second type data from a sample included 41 chamomile farms collected in Fayoum
Governorate during the season 2022/ 2021. The most important results showed that there is a
statistical significance increase annually in production, productivity, and the cultivated area in
each Egypt and Fayoum Governorate during the study period. Also, by estimating the
production function, it was found that the most important inputs included in the model are:
number of human working days, quantity of seeds, number of automated work hours, quantity
of compost, quantity of bio pesticides and quantity of manure. In addition, it's showed that
there was an inefficiency of their use, as the marginal production value is less than the unit of
the input price, so that the study is recommended to increase the use of those inputs. By
estimating the indicators of economic performance efficiency, it was found that cultivated of
organic chamomile achieved profit, therefore farmers can expand their activity, By estimating
the average cost function, it was found that the production quantity achieved the lowest costs
that were about 1529 kg, which was greater than the actual and about 675 kg, so it's required
to increase the productivity. It was found that the most important obstacles to expand the
cultivated area of this crop are represented in absence of the role of agricultural extension, the
lack of sufficient information about organic agriculture, fear of risk, low crop productivity, so
the study recommended to activate the role of agricultural media in the field of organic
agriculture, expand the establishment of factories specialized in bio-fertilizers production, and
farmers training to process compost from farm waste.

Key words: Chamomile, organic farming, efficiency indicators, net profit.
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