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Abstract:

Addressing the problem of activation of Electronic Bill of Lading requires identifying
approaches to develop the technological context and related legal standards, in light of the
shortcomings of international and standardized regulations assigned to protect it: starting with
the Sea Docs system 1976, the “Hamburg Rules” 1978, and International Maritime
Commission (CMI) 1990, The Model Law on Electronic Commerce 1996, the Bolero
Regulations 1999, and the 2008 Rotterdam Rules, all not gaining international support. In
addition to the control of digital transformation on all activities and sectors, and the continued
spread of the Coronavirus (COVID-19), which have negatively affected the national, Arab,
and global economy, namely lockdown to business and most of the other activities, which
forced the international community to suffer from this epidemic.

To that end, this study comprises two tracks. On the one hand, demonstration of the aspects
of the protection of the Electronic Bill of Lading in the Model Law for Electronic Transferable
Records 2017 as it opens the door for the protection of transactions and their electronic
circulation, and distinguished it from previous international attempts, through its development
of the concept of origin. The possession of the record is compatible with the most advanced
blockchain technology in protecting electronic transactions. On the other hand, statement of
the factors affecting determining the regulations of protection in national law, illustrating the
case of the Bahraini legislator in the establishment of aspects of protection for the Electronic
Bill of Lading, and the application of the protection standards entailed in the Model Standards
of 2017 of the Egyptian Maritime Trade Law in alignment with the concerned international
rules.

The study concludes that it is necessary to issue legislation to regulate the provisions of
negotiable electronic records, which are considered the foundation of criterion for establishing
standards and mechanisms for protecting Electronic Bills of Lading in national law.

Keywords: Electronic Bill of Lading - Electronic Negotiable Records - Functional
Equivalency Standard - General Reliability Standard - Origin - Control - Model Law on
Electronic Transferable Records 2017 - Bahrain Law on Electronic Tradable Records 2018 -
Blockchain Technology- Egyptian Maritime Trade Law.
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