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Abstract

The research examines the topic of electronic bills of lading that have
recently emerged because of tremendous technological advances and
the spread of e-commerce over the internet, which have brought about
radical changes in the methods of concluding and executing contracts
for the maritime transport of goods globally. The importance of the
research stems from the scarcity of specialized scientific studies that
have addressed this emerging topic, especially regarding the position of
Arab legislations such as the Saudi legal system and Egyptian
legislation on these bills. The problematic of the research lies in the
ambiguity of legal texts regulating the use of electronic bills of lading in
some Arab countries, in addition to the major challenges in using these
bills as evidence in dispute resolution cases before the judiciary. The
research aims primarily to study and analyze the legal implications of
using electronic bills of lading in the field of international trade, with a

focus on the Saudi legal system and Egyptian law as two applied cases,
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as well as shedding light on the challenges and ways to overcome them
and making a comparison between the positions of the two legislations
under study. The research follows a comparative analytical descriptive
approach and attempts to answer several research questions about the
legal implications, challenges, and adequacy of current laws and
proposed amendments. It concludes with a set of results related to the
legal implications of using electronic maritime bills of lading in
international trade, the adequacy of current laws in the legislations under
comparison to regulate these bills, in addition to the challenges facing
their use. The research also provides a set of recommendations that
would enhance the use of electronic bills of lading and overcome the
legal challenges associated with them, at the local and international
levels.

Keywords: maritime bill of lading — electronic bills — e-commerce -
maritime transport contracts — electronic proof — Saudi legal system —

Egyptian law.
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