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The Impact of the Holistic View of Artistic Work
on the Construction of Rhetorical Principles by
Imam Abd al-Qahir: Ibn al-Mu'taz as a Model

Essam Abdelhafez,

Department of Rhetoric and Criticism, Faculty of the Arabic Language, Assiut,
Al-Azhar University, Egypt

essamabdelhafez. 47@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract

This research responds to those who undermine the Arabic language and its
literature by attempting to prove that the scientific perspective on it was based on
partial views without thorough investigation and inclusiveness of the overall
perspective. Therefore, the purpose of this research is to demonstrate the
comprehensive perspective of the master of eloquence, Imam Abdul Qahir, in his
selection of Ibn al-Mu'taz's examples of similes and metaphors. It also shows the
extent of his skill in employing those examples, including their particulars, as
these particulars represent the universals in the Imam's view, serving the
rhetorical principle he aims for. Thus, researchers and readers must comprehend
those partial views of the Imam's thought and speech, linking them together so
that the comprehensive understanding of the principles manifests in their minds.
Thus, they can grasp its eloquence, in which the Imam considered the condition
of the speakers, their statements, and the recipients, and then utilize them to
establish the rules, and instill them in the minds of the recipients. This study has
been applied to Ibn Al-Mu'taz’s poetry, with its similes and excellent creativity,
from which Imam Abdul Qahir has cited to serve his purpose in establishing or
clarifying the rhetorical rule he aims for.

Key words: holistic view — artistic work — rhetorical principles — Abd al-
Qahir - Ibn Al-Mu'taz — as a model
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