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Abstract :The study aimed to describe and analyze smart phone applications for
human drugs in Egypt which can be taken as a source of electronic referential
information. The description and analysis come in terms of responsibility, objectives
and limits of their coverage, general features and interface, and methods of searching
and retrieving their contents. The study was confined to free smart phone applications
for human drugs based on Google Play and App Store during the period starting from
September 2022 till the end of March 2023. The study took the descriptive method as
its general framework with the use of the survey, the analytical and the comparative
methods. The study took checklist as a main tool for collecting data. The study sample
consisted of 27 applications from Google Play; only 9 of them were found in app Store
with the rate of 33.3%. The study found that t it was found that the objectives behind
human drug applications in Egypt vary (20 applications for drug directories , 4
applications for calculation of drug doses for patients, 2 applications for dispensing
prescriptions, 1 application for supplying of medicines), ). The number of drugs
throughout the applications range from more than 1,000 to 135,220 pharmaceutical
forms. The first human drug application in Egypt was created in 2012, and it was found
that these applications were constantly updated by 55.5%. Despite the fact that most
applications were characterized by having a simplified and easy-to-use interface, they
have ignored the scientific documentation of their information. The number of search
elements reached 17 elements, with the trade name coming on top by 88.9%. The study
recommended that: the developers of applications should update their applications
continuously, give information about drugs in detail, and offer support to the users
with all the information related to the application.

Keywords: Smart Phone Application; Human Drugs Application; Medical
Application; Medical Application; Smart Phone Drugs.
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