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Creative Commons licenses: A field study of the extent of
awareness and benefit from that by researchers in library
and information science in Egyptian universities

Dr. Amal Salah Mahmoud Radwan

Lecturer of Library & Information Science Dept.
South Valley University of Qena
amalzas@yahoo.com

This study aimed to know the extent of awareness of researchers in the of library
and information science departments in Egyptian universities about the licenses of
Creative Commons and their benefit from it, As well as; their position on the principle
of making works available under Creative Commons licenses to reduce restrictions
imposed by intellectual property, and allowing more powers for the licensee to benefit
from the works with these licenses. The study used the descriptive analytical method in
addition to the field survey method to inventorying the library and information science
departments in the Egyptian universities, where the number of faculties that have
library and information science departments in Egyptian universities is 22 faculties,
including 19 faculties in universities of general education and 3 faculties at Al-Azhar
University, and the study population represented 139 out of a total of 174 researchers,
and the study relied on the questionnaire as a tool for data collection. The study
reached a number of results, the most important: The percentage of those who have
knowledge of Creative Commons licenses reached 34.5% of the study population, but
in general there is a weakness in the level of awareness and benefit researchers of
creative commons licenses, also, 85.4% of the study population supports the principle

of creative commons licenses.

Keywords: Creative Commons ; Creative Commons Licenses ; intellectual property
rights ; Researchers in Egyptian universities ; Library and information departments ;
Awareness and benefit.
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