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The censorship of fatwa (Religious opinion) and its
contemporary applications
Abdullah Hisham Abdullah
Researcher at the Egyptian Fatwa House, Arab Republic of Egypt
E-mail: ahashim2012 @gmail.com
Abstract:

The research aims to legitimize the principle of censorship over
the fatwa (Religious opinion), identify the tools and means connected
to that censorship, whether at the individual or institutional level,
then clarify the impact of censorship over the fatwa (Religious
opinion) in combating the abnormalities of the fatwa (Religious
opinion), and preserving its prestige. For this, the research followed
the inductive approach by tracking and collecting legal texts, and
following the practical reality in the fatwa (Religious opinion) to reach
the statement of the concept of censorship over the fatwa (Religious
opinion), its importance, procedures, and applications in the
contemporary reality. The research also took the analytical approach
to reach the results and recommendations by looking at the
mechanisms of controlling over the fatwa (Religious opinion). The
research has proven that controlling over the fatwa (Religious opinion)
means the observation and tracking of the legal provisions issued in
the various issues, by the Mufti (A Muslim scholar who is in charge of
issue religious opinions) himself, or by other practitioners. The
censorship of the fatwa (Religious opinion) derives its legitimacy from
the Qur’an, Sunnah (Prophet’s deeds) and diligence. And that the
primary goal of censorship over the fatwa (Religious opinion) is to
ensure that an independent and objective opinion is obtained from
the extent of the obedience of the leader of the fatwa (Religious
opinion) or the fatwa (Religious opinion) Foundation commitment to
the provisions, principles and legal controls. And that the control over
the fatwa (Religious opinion) leads to the prevention of disturbance in
the fatwa (Religious opinion) and the resolution of the dispute that
may occur in the provision of the incident. The state’s censorship over
the fatwa (Religious opinion) has taken two patterns; The first is the
direct intervention pattern of the imam or his representative to
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supervise the Eftaa (Religious advisory), and the second is the
accounting pattern and supervision of the Fatwa (Religious opinion)
through a specialized authority, which is the Hesba (Propagation virtue
and preventing vice). The research has also proven that in order to
achieve the goals of controlling over the fatwa (Religious opinion) and
its positive effects on individuals and societies, effective strategies and
means necessary to implement the mechanisms of controlling over
the leaders of the fatwa (Religious opinion) from individuals and
institutions, and one of the most important of these means is that
there is a global committee and other local committees to control the
fatwas of the leaders of the Eftaa (religious advisory) and the issuance
of a modern law religious and setting disciplined criteria for everything
related to the pillars of the fatwa (Religious opinion) from the mufti,
the fatwa (Religious opinion), and the Eftaa (religious advisory)
process. Finally the research recommended the creation of a global
supervisory complex whose goals are to control the fatwa (Religious
opinion) through censorship of the fatwas (Religious opinion) issued
according to unified international standards that take into account the
requirements of changing the fatwa from one country to another. And
that permanent committees are formed in the Fatwa institutions
specialized in controlling all other fatwas issued by the institution, in
the past and recent, to ensure their suitability for the era, and for the
institution's approach, otherwise it is possible to re-search on these
issues. And that those in charge of legal education are interested in
teaching control over the fatwa, its methods and mechanisms. It also
recommended to activate coordination between the jurisprudential
councils to agree on a unified mechanism of censorship to its fatwas in
order to achieve integration, and avoid contradiction and conflict in
decisions.

keywords: Censorship, fatwa (Religious opinion), applications,
contemporary.
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