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ABSTRACT

There is growing rapid ecotourism in developing countries as tourists prefer to visit the pristine
environment. Therefore, ecotourism planning is one of the effective mechanisms to protect the
environment by balancing sustainable tourism development with environmental protection.
Most of the ecotourism market is under government control. It uses a top-down tourism planning
approach that leaves local communities with little intervention, failing eco-tourism projects.
Planners must develop an appropriate approach for tourism planning in developing countries, as
cooperation benefits all stakeholders including local communities, the private sector, and
tourists. The research provides a practical framework to apply the community eco-tourism
planning approach in Wadi El-Natrun City, Beheira Governorate, based on bottom-up planning
to empower the local community as a first-priority participant. The city enjoys the availability
of some eco-tourism aspects and suffers from a threat to natural resources. The research is a set
of recommendations, the most important of which is creating a practical framework for
community ecotourism planning, which can increase stakeholder participation during the
planning process and thus increase the potential success of implementing the plan.

KEYWORDS: Ecotourism planning, Sustainable community development, Ecotourism
development, Wadi El Natrun City
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