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ABSTRACT

Many rehabilitation projects of heritage areas in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia suffer from the
absence of an active role in community participation, which negatively affects the long-term

sustainability of these projects. Heritage areas represent one of the tourism resources that the
Kingdom’s Vision 2030 focused on, as it called for their urban rehabilitation and linking them
to the urban context, which contributes to strengthening the economy and supporting the local
community. Community participation is one of the important factors to ensure the success of
urban rehabilitation projects for heritage areas. Therefore, this paper aims to extrapolate the
role of the local community in urban rehabilitation projects for heritage areas by applying it to
a case study of Rijal Almaa heritage village in the Asir region. The paper adopted the
descriptive and theoretical approach to analyzing the stages of community participation based

on a review of experiments and theoretical frameworks. The study applieda case study model,

and questionnaire tools were used for a sample of (23) people from the region's population. The
study also used observation tools, field visits, and interviews (3) experts from the village's
residents to analyze the role of local community participation in the urban rehabilitation process
and the optimal path to support the participation process. The paper concluded that there is a
tangible role for community participation in the urban rehabilitation of Rijal Alma Heritage
Village. Its impact varies according to three stages: planning, implementation, and evaluation.
Finally, the study emphasized the need to develop a framework that enhances the process of
community participation as part of the urban rehabilitation processes for heritage areas in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

KEYWORDS: community participation, urban rehabilitation, urban heritage, local
community, partnership, Rijal Almaa heritage village
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