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Wife’s Elegy in the 20" Century Urdu Poetry:

Analytical Descriptive Study of Selected Models
Badria Mohammed Ahmed
Urdu Department of Language and Literature, Faculty of
Humanities, Al-Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt.
Email: badria.mohammed@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
This paper aims to examine the expression of mourning
for wives in Urdu poetry during the 20" century. The
significance of this research lies in its exploration of
emotions and sentiments encapsulated in verses laden
with anguish, separation, loss, and solitude, commonly
referred to as elegy poetry. Wife’s mourning represents
one of the most profound demonstrations of fidelity, love,
family bonds, and the reinforcement of community
values. These values deserve emphasis in an era
dominated by materialism, social media platforms, and an
increase in divorce and family disintegration cases. The
study employs the analytical descriptive approach and
concludes that some poets of the 20™ century approached
the lamentation of their wives with brevity and haste due
to the painful nature of the event, notably. The study also
reveals that the earliest instances of poetry mourning a
wife date back to the early 20" century, due to societal
restrictions that confined the portrayal of wives to a
specific framework, while the first independent collection
of such lamentations for wives appeared in the late 20%
century.
Keywords: Elegy Poetry, Wife’s Elegy Poetry, Personal
Mourning in Urdu poetry, Motives of Wife’s Mourning,
The Pain of Loss, Loneliness.
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