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The Personal Archive of the Dean of Arab Literature,
Dr. Taha Hussein, and His Family, Preserved At the
Ramtan Museum.

Archival Study and Vision Development

Nehal Youseef Hamdy
Department of Documents, Libraries and Information,
Faculty of Humanities, Al-Azhar University, Cairo,

Egypt.
Email: nehalhamdy@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

The archive of the Dean of Arab Literature and his family
is one of the most important private archives preserved in
our national museums. Its importance derives from Dr.
Taha Hussein's literary and leadership personality, which
has many fingerprints that have spread to us. His role in
the Ministry of Public Knowledge, the Egyptian
University, the Arab League, and other educational
institutions inside and outside Egypt reflects the weight of
his personality, which was honored by the central
authorities in that period. Thus, informational values from
the study of Dr. Taha Hussein's documents and his family
extended to cover two sides. The first personal aspect
dealt with his relationship with family members, family,
and friends. The second official aspect dealt with by
official agencies inside and outside Egypt that worked
with or dealt with by Dr. Taha Hussein. The study relied
on two methodologies. First, descriptive methodology to
investigates Arabic and French documents. Second,
historical methodology to analysis and synthesize
Historical facts contained in the documents. The study
provided a proposal for documents arrangement plan and
chronological Inventory list. Two proposals for
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development have also been presented in conformity with
international standards. The first is for the current
conservation  environment in  accordance  with
international standard 1S019814/2017. The second is for
the digitization of documents in accordance with
international standard 1S013028/2010. The study
concluded that attention should be paid to the
documentary collection preserved by national museums,
the importance of using specialists to deal with archival
documents and to provide the necessary material
capabilities and equipment that conform to the
recommendations of international standards.

Keywords: Taha Hussein, Private Archive, Arrangement
Plan, Chronological Inventory, Ramatan Museum.
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