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A Documentary Study of The Most Prominent
Physical Characteristics of The Jews in Egypt During
The Ptolemaic and Roman Periods

Enas Ahmed Abd EIGhani Saadeldin

enassaadeldin.56@azhar.eud.eg

Abstract:The Jews used to come to Egypt in intermittent
periods of their ancient history, as Egypt became a country
where they are familiar with life and have resided there
since ancient times. They lived in Egypt among the
Egyptians and mixed with them, and we all know that the
Jewish origins may go back to our master Abraham, peace
be upon him, that is, to the eighteenth century BC. Then
they migrated and spread to many countries, including
Palestine, where Isaac, peace be upon him, was born and
from lIsaac Jacob. This study aims to study the physical
characteristics of the Jews residing in Egypt, and the extent
of the affinity and difference between them and the
indigenous Egyptian population of the country. The scope
here is not to trace the origins of the Jews from ancient
times until the late Roman era, This dealt with many
researches that focused primarily on the Jews, their origin
and presence in Egypt, and their political, social, military,
and economic conditions. While this study focuses on their
physical characteristics only, and trying to understand
whether the Jews had a single physical pattern different
from the rest of the population, or whether the anatomical
characteristics inherent in them were similar to those of the
Egyptians and other populations. And they do not compose
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a physical unit of their own. Therefore, this study is a
follow-up to the most prominent physical characteristics
that are evident to them compared to others through the
papyrus documents, where the documents provided a
satisfactory answer to many questions on this subject.
Especially since it was not possible for us to obtain statues
of Jews in that period. Therefore, it is hoped to complete
the study that the papyrus documents have filled this
archaeological deficit, as many documents have already
dealt with many of the physical characteristics attached to
the Jews. Whether hereditary or acquired from facial
characteristics, stature, skin color and other various
anatomical characteristics.l have followed the method
Analytical deductive in the study, which revolves around
several main axes, namely, acquired and inherited traits.
stature, in addition to other characteristics explained by the
study.

keywords: Physical Characteristics, Jewish Origins,
Anatomical Characteristics , Genetic characteristics |,
Acquired Characteristics.
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1- BGU = Aegyptische Urkunden aus den Koniglichen
(later Staatlichen) Museen zu Berlin, Griechische
Urkunden. Berlin,Ill, 1903;1V, 1912,VI, Papyri und
Ostraka der Ptolemaerzeit, ed. W. Schubart and E. Kihn.
1922.X, , Papyrusurkunden aus ptolemaischer Zeit, ed. W.
Maller. 1970,Xl1ll, Greek Papyri from Roman Egypt, ed.
W.M. Brashear. 1976.
2- P.AdI=The Adler Papyri, Greek texts, ed. E.N. Adler, J.G.
Tait, F.M. Heichelheim. Demotic texts ed. F.LI. Griffith.
Oxford 1939.
3- P.Amh= The Amherst Papyri, Being an Account of the
Greek Papyri in the Collection of the Right Hon. Lord
Ambherst of Hackney,ll, F.S.A. at Didlington Hall, Norfolk,
ed. B.P. Grenfell and A.S. Hunt. London, 1901.
4- P.Aust.herr= P.Trophitis: New Ptolemaic Texts Relating
to Egyptian Alimentary and Sale Contracts. Greek
Abstracts from a Kibotos Archive, ed. R.G. Herring. Diss.
University of Texas, 1989..
5- P.Bingen= Papyri in Honorem Johannis Bingen
Octogenarii, ed. H. Melaerts. Leuven, 2000.
6- P.Bour = Les Papyrus Bouriant, ed. P. Collart. Paris 1926
7- C.Pap.Jud = Corpus Papyrorum Judaicarum. Cambridge,
Mass.l1,1957;11,1960.
8- CPR= Corpus Papyrorum Raineri. Vienna.
P. Gurob =
10- P.Cair.Preis= Griechische Urkunden des Aegyptischen
Museums zu Kairo, ed. F. Preisigke. Strassburg 1911.
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11- P.Cairo.Zenon= Zenon Papyri, Catalogue général des
antiquités égyptiennes du Musée du Caire, ed. C.C. Edgar.
Cairo, I, 1925.

12- P.Col= Columbia Papyri, lll, Zenon Papyri: Business
Papers of the Third Century B.C. dealing with Palestine
and Egypt |, ed. W.L. Westermann and E.S. Hasenoehrl.
New York 1934.

13- P.Dryton= The Bilingual Family Archive of Dryton, his
Wife Apollonia and their Daughter Senmouthis, ed. K.
Vandorpe. Brussels 2002.

14- P.Enteux= ENTEYZEIZ: Requétes et plaintes adressées
au Roi d'Egypte au llle siécle avant J.-C., ed. O. Guéraud.
Cairo 1931

15- P.Erasm= Papyri in the Collection of the Erasmus
University Rotterdam, I, ed. P.J. Sijpesteijn and Ph.A. Verdult.
Brussels 1986.

16- P.Freib= Mitteilungen aus der Freiburger
Papyrussammlung, |ll, Juristische Urkunden der
Ptolemaerzeit, ed. J. Partsch. Heidelberg 1927..

17- P.Fuad | Univ= Fuad | University Papyri, ed. D.S.
Crawford. Alexandria 1949

18- P.Genova= Papiri dell'Universita di Genova, Ill, ed. L.
Migliardi Zingale. Florence 1991

20- P.Grenf = |, An Alexandrian Erotic Fragment and
other Greek Papyri chiefly Ptolemaic, ed. B.P. Grenfell.
Oxford 1896, Il, New Classical Fragments and Other Greek
and Latin Papyri, ed. B.P. Grenfell and A.S. Hunt. Oxford
1897.

21- P.Heid = Veroffentlichungen aus der Heidelberger
Papyrussammlung. Pap.Heid, VIII (= Pap.Heid. N.F. X),
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Dokumentarische Papyri des 2. Jh. v. Chr. aus dem
Herakleopolites, ed. D. Kaltsas. Heidelberg 2001...
22- P.Ko6ln= Kolner Papyri, V, ed. M. Gronewald, K.
Maresch and W. Schafer. Opladen 1985..
23- P.Lips= Griechische Urkunden der Papyrussammlung
zu Leipzig, |, ed. L. Mitteis. Leipzig 1906.
24- P. Lille = Papyrus grecs (Institut Papyrologique de
I'Université de Lille, |, ed. P. Jouguet, P. Collart, J. Lesquier
and M. Xoual in 4 fasc., 1907, 1908, 1923 and 1928. (Vol.
| appeared all together [with Fasc. | and Il reprinted] in
1929
25- P.Lond= Greek Papyri in the British Museum. London.
, |, ed. F.G. Kenyon. 1893, Il, ed. F.G. Kenyon. 1898, VII,
The Zenon Archive, ed. T.C. Skeat. 1974.
26- P.Mich= Michigan Papyri. Each volume has a subtitle
of its own. The numerical sequence of volumes as a single
series was not established until vol. Il. Vol. | is often
referred to as P.Mich. Zen. Il, Papyri from Tebtunis, Part |,
ed. A.E.R. Boak. Ann Arbor 1933, Ill, Miscellaneous Papyri,
ed. J.G. Winter and others. Ann Arbor 1936, V, Papyri from
Tebtunis, Part Il, ed. E.M. Husselman, A.E.R. Boak and
W.F. Edgerton. Ann Arbor 1944. XIl, Michigan Papyri XII,
ed. G.M. Browne. Toronto 1975;
27- P.Mil.Vogl= 1V, Milan 1967
28- P.Oxy= The Oxyrhynchus Papyri. Published by the
Egypt Exploration Society in Graeco-Roman Memoirs.
London. The number in parentheses at the end of each
entry is the number in this series. Earlier vols. carry the
heading of Egypt Exploration Fund, Graeco-Roman
Branch; even after the title change numbers were not
assigned to the volumes until the 1950, 11, Grenfell and A.S.
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Hunt. 1899;XXXI, ed. J.W.B. Barns, P.J. Parsons, J.R. Rea
and E.G. Turner. 1966

29- P.Petr= The Petrie Papyri, Second Edition 1, The Wills,
ed. W. Clarysse. Brussels 1991

30- P.Ryl= Catalogue of the Greek and Latin Papyri in the
John Rylands Library, Manchester. Manchester, 1V,
Documents of the Ptolemaic, Roman and Byzantine
Periods, ed. C.H. Roberts and E.G. Turner. 1952.

31- P.Strasb= Griechische Papyrus der Kaiserlichen
Universitats- und Landes-bibliothek zu Strassburg, ed. F.
Preisigke. Leipzig.

32- P. Tebt= The Tebtunis Papyri. London. I, ed. B.P.
Grenfell, A.S. Hunt and J.G. Smyly. 1902; Il, ed. B.P.
Grenfell and A.S. Hunt. 1907; lll, pt. |, ed. A.S. Hunt and
J.G. Smyly, assisted by B.P. Grenfell, E. Lobel and M.
Rostovtzeff. 1933.

33- P. Turku = Papyri Turkuenses: die Papyri im Besitz der
Universitatsbibliothek Turku, ed. H. Koskenniemi, E.
Koskenniemi, J. Koskenniemi. Helsinki 2014.

34- P.Ups. Frid= Ten Uppsala Papyri, ed. B. Frid. Bonn
1981.

35- PSI= Papiri greci e latini. (Pubblicazioni della Societa
Italiana per la ricerca dei papiri greci e latini in Egitto).
Florence. VIII, 1927; IX, 1929; X, 1932..

36- SB= Sammelbuch griechischer Urkunden aus
Aegypten. (A collection of documentary papyri, ostraca,
inscriptions, mummy tablets and related texts published
in journals or unindexed catalogues. Begun by F. Preisigke
in 1915, continued by F. Bilabel, E. Kiessling, and H.-A.
Rupprecht). In progress,
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|, Strassburg and Berlin 1913—1915; IV, Heidelberg 1931;
VI, Wiesbaden 1958; XllI, Wiesbaden 1976; XIV,
Wiesbaden 1981—1983; XVIII, Wiesbaden 1993; XX,
Wiesbaden 1997; XXII, Wiesbaden 2001.
37- W.Chr= L. Mitteis and U. Wilcken, Grundzige und
Chrestomathie der Papyruskunde, | Bd. Historischer Teuil,
[l Halfte Chrestomathie. Leipzig-Berlin 1912
s Al jalaaal) LaG
1. Diodorus Siculus,(90 -30 BCQ) Bibliotheca
Historica,Book,|, Immanel Bekker. Ludwig Dindorf.
Friedrich Vogel. in aedibus B. G. Teubneri. Leipzig.
1888-1890.
2. Josephus =Flavius Josephus(A.D. 37 — c. 100),
Contra Apionem, Book,|
3. Josephus= Flavius Josephus, Antiquities ,Book,ll,
Translated by. William Whiston, A.M. Auburn and
Buffalo. John E. Beardsley. 1895
4. Philo, the Special Laws,Book ,1-3, Translated by F.
H. Colson. Loeb Classical Library 320. Cambridge,
MA: Harvard University Press, 1937..
Aia¥) aal sl
1. Derouchie. J., 2004: Circumcision in the Hebrew
Bible and Targums: Theology, Rhetoric, and the
Handling of Metaphor, BBR, 14. 2, pp. 175-203
2. Dunsmuir. W. D., and Gordon. E. M., 1991, the
History of Circumcision, BJU International, 83, pp.
1-12
3. Fleishman. J., 2002: On the Significance of a Name
Change and Circumcision in Genesis, 17, JANES, 28,
pp. 19-32;
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4. Glick. L. B.,2005: Marked in Your Flesh,
Circumcision from Ancient Judea to Modern
American, Oxford.

5. Gollaher. D. L, 2000: Circumcision: A History of the
World’s Most Controversial Surgery. New York

6. Huebner. S. R,2009: Female Circumcision as a Rite
de Passage in Egypt-Continuity Through the
Millenna, JEH, 2, pp. 149-171

7. .John.S5,1994, L'ophtalmologie dans I'Egypte gréco-
romaine d'apres les papyrus littéraires grecs

8. Knight. M, 2001: Curing cut or Ritual Mutilation?
Some Remarks on the Practice of Female and Male
Circumcision in Graeco-Roman Egypt, Isis, 92, pp.
317-338

9. Remondino. P. C., 1891, Antiquity of Circumcision.
History of Circumcision : from the Earliest Times to
the Present, Philadelphia, London

10.S. Moore, 2015, Jewish Ethnic Identity and Relations
in Hellenistic Egypt, Brill

11.Sasson. J. M ,1966: Circumcision in Ancient Near
East, JBL, 85

12.Smith. G. E, 1910: Circumcision in Ancient Egypt,
BMJ, 1.
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