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The United States Attitude on Iran’s occupation of the
Emirati islands in 1971.

Reda Mosa Abdul Wahab Mohammed
Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arabic
Language Cairo, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
Email: reda.mosa@azhar.edu.eq
Abstract:
In 1820, Britain signed a treaty with the sheikhs of the Arab
Emirates in the Arabian Gulf. This treaty confirmed the
beginning of British influence in the region. In 1892, the
Arab Emirates and its islands became a British protectorate,
and Britain controlled its foreign affairs, in accordance with
the “Inhibitory Agreement” signed by the rulers of those
emirates, After World War |, the United States became
interested in the region after discovering oil and competed
strongly with Britain. In 1969, Britain decided to withdraw
from the region. At the end of 1971, in order to fill the
political vacuum, the Arabs founded the United Arab
Emirates. After Britain withdrew from the Arab Emirates and
its islands, Iran occupied three of those islands, The United
States, as the one with strong influence in the region through
its companies operating in the field of oil, which is the
lifeblood of the American economy, did not object to Iran’s
occupation of the Emirati islands, but rather agreed with Iran
to implement it and supported it in doing so, This American
support for Iran came in implementation of the Nixon
Doctrine issued in 1969 to formulate American policy in the
Arabian Gulf region after the British withdrawal. This
principle emphasized the protection of American interests in
the Arabian Gulf through an agent, and this agent receives the

American support necessary to carry out that mission, and
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Iran was the candidate to play this role. Therefore, the United

States agreed to Iran’s occupation of the Arab islands.

Keywords: The Arab Emirates, The Arab Gulf, Britain,
World War I, The United States, Oil, British
withdrawal, The Emirati islands .
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3 Foreign Relations of the United States (FRUS), Volume XXIV,
Middle East Region and Arabian Peninsula, 1969-1972, Document
No. 75, Memorandum Prepared in the Central Intelligence Agency,
Washington, December 12, 1969, P. 241.

4 AL-Absy Mohamed Rashed, The Gulf Co.-Operation Council and
Security in The Arabian Gulf, master's Thesis, International Studies

Department, the Graduate Council, University of Salford,
Manchester, UK 1985, P. 1.
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4 Saab Bilal Y., Iran’s Long Game in Bahrain, Atlantic Council Press,
Washington, 2017, P. 2.
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