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The international conflict over the Arctic during the Cold
War 1946-1991

Muhammad Mustafa Ahmed Taha

Department of History, Faculty of Education,

Damanhour University, Egypt.

Email: D_m_mostafa@edu.dmu.edu.eg

Abstract:

The Arctic region has moved from being a remote region to a

region with... Global importance, During the Cold War, the

Soviet Union and the United States believed that possession

of the Arctic would allow them to control the world. The

Acrctic is the shortest route between Moscow and Washington

This created a major conflict over the Arctic during the Cold

War, through the deployment of early warning stations, the

establishment of military bases in the far north and platforms

for launching ballistic missiles capable of carrying nuclear

warheads, and the formation of alliances in the region and As

the climate changes and the ice cover shrinks, the geopolitical

importance of the Arctic took In height once again.

And it is estimated that the Arctic contains thirty percent of
the world's remaining untapped natural gas, and thirteen
percent of the world's remaining untapped oil. The Arctic is
believed to contain more fossil fuels than Saudi Arabia, As a
result Conflict cannot be ruled out due to disputes between
continental shelf claims, and the future impact of
transportation and energy routes on the region, which led to
an increase Interest in the Arctic in international relations.
Keywords: International conflict, The Arctic, The Cold War,

Military bases, Ballistic missiles.
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(1) Veera Pauliina Suvanto, Geopolitics of the Arctic: Challenges and
Prospects, Report of the Master in International Studies, (University
of Barcelona, 2015-2016), p.12.
(2) Op. cit, P.13.
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(1) Chad Lukens, Cooperation and Confrontation in the Post-Cold War
North: An International Relations Approach to Arctic Security,
B.A., (Winona State University, 1999), P.29.

(2) Kerstin A. Schley, Germany's interests in the Arctic, Master In
Arctic and Northern Studies,( University of Alaska Fairbanks May
2019), P. 33.
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(4) Magdalena Nowak, The Hot Struggle Over the Cold Waters: The
Strategic Position of the Arctic Region During and After the Cold
War, Master of Arts in History, the Eberly College of Arts and
Sciences, (West Virginia University 2014),P.9.

(5) Kerstin A. Schley, Op. cit., P.4.
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Sarah E. Nuernberger, The Arctic Game, the Degree Master of Arts,

the Faculty of the Josef Korbel School of International Studies,

(University of Denver,2012).P.5.
(2) Ibid, P.6.
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(2) Department of State Policy Statement, Washington, July 1, 1951,
No. v06p2/d493, frus1951.
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(1) Memorandum by the Executive Secretary of the National Security
Council (Lay) to the President, Truman Library, Truman papers,
PSF-Subject file, Washington, November 5, 1952, No.
54v02p1/d32, frus1952.

(2) Magdalena Nowak, op. cit., P.38.
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(1) The Under Secretary of State (Smith) to the Chairman of the Joint
Congressional Committee on Atomic Energy (Cole), Washington,
March 19, 1954, No. 54v06p2/d985, frus1952.

Report by the Canada-United States Military Study Group,
Washington, June 3, 1954, No. 54v06p2/d992, frus1952.
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Dl Al Allal JLEaY) sha) & L caaiy ol € 40 55 RDS-9 Ly
Access 2/8/2024 https://n9.cl/w83eo

(3) Magdalena Nowak, op. cit., P.38.
(4) Ibid, P.32,33
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(1) United Nations Audiovisual Library of International Law, Copyright
© United Nations, 2008. All rights reserved
www.un.org/law/avl,P.1
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Access 2/7/2024 https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-
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(1)Informal Record of a Meeting, Secretary Dulles’ Office, Department
of State, Washington, May 24, 1957, No. 57v20/d204. frus1955.

(2) Memorandum of a Conference, White House, Washington, May 25,
1957, No. 57v20/d206, frus1955.

(3)Telegram From the Department of State to the Embassy in France,
Washington, May 26, 1957, No. 57v20/d208, frus1955.
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(1) Letter From the President’s Special Assistant (Stassen) to the
Secretary of Defense (Wilson), Washington, May 18, 1957. No.
57v20/d199, frus1955.
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(1) Memorandum of a Conversation, Department of State, Washington,
October 5, 1957, No. 57v20/d302, frus1955.

(2)Telegram From the Secretary of State to the Embassy in the Federal
Republic of Germany, London, July 31, 1957, No. 57v20/d269,
frus1955.

(3) Memorandum From Lay to the NSC Washington, December 26,
1957, No. 60v03mSupp/d287 , frus1958.

(4) Record of Telephone Conversation between Lodge and John Foster
Dulles, April 20, 1958, No. 60v03mSupp/d315, frus1958.
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(1) Record of Telephone Conversation between Lodge and John Foster
Dulles, April 23, 1958, No. 60v03mSupp/d316, frus1958.

(2) United Nations, Security Council, S/, 995, 28 April 1958.

(3) Foreign Relations of the United States, 1958-1960, Volume X, Part
1, Editorial Note,No43.
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(1) Foreign Relations of the United States, 1958-1960, VVolume X, Part
1, Editorial Note, No44 .

(2)Telegram 1283 from USUN, New York, May 8, 1958,
N0.60v03mSupp/d326, frus1958.
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https://www.britannica.com/biography/Nikita-Sergeyevich-Khrushchev
Access 2/7/2024

(1) Memorandum of Conversation, Reply to Khrushchev letter of May
9 on Technical Talks, Washington, May 15, 1958,No.
60v03mSupp/d328, frus1958 .

(2) Memorandum of Conversation, The Secretary’s Talks with the
French Foreign Minister, Paris, July 5 - East-West Relations, Paris,
July 5, 1958, No. 60v07p2/d36, frus1958.

(3) Memorandum of Conversation, The Secretary’s Talks with General
de Gaulle, Paris, July 9, 1958, No. 60v07p2/d39, frus1958.
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(1) Circular Instruction From the Department of State to Certain
Diplomatic Missions, Washington, July 28, 1958,No. 60v02/d20,
frus1958.

(2) Richard Vaughan, Northwest Greenland: A History, (University of
Maine, 1991),P.145.

(3)https://arabic.cnn.com/travel/article/2021/03/24/cold-war-project-
uncovers-plants-greenland-ice. Access 2/8/2024
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(1) Magdalena Nowak, op. cit., P.39, 40.
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(2) National Intelligence Estimate, Washington, July 6, 1962, No.

63v08/d96, frus1961.
ﬁ_ff YAYY ﬁ\%
w



VA9Y = 1471 Ba,W1 Gyl DM Jledd! Chadll s Jodl gl pall

sasiall Yl oyl Al ol el Qladl) ()€ e bagls oIS Casal)
+ ot ) Sl Al
CYATE = ATy Adagal) dldage " AU Adayall - ¥

N8 & L o A Aspe oy dingd Alaye iy NS el aay
bl e bl i 55l o8 Cangdy oz hity) #lias s, Cojall
281 (At gally A1) Ol G ADAN apaa plie a8 S
sl cdomla s Aadals Apaliatly dpulis adls Jh o Legin Gl oyshas
S Jeasil (8 D)) adlsall o34 aal e OIS clagiay Bl 2 his) Gl
P 2l FLl i aSail a8l a5 mlal e Giluall Ly
ASPN PR

o alinds LsS 8 Sl syl apall JSLEe el Y 4TY ale 2y
Sleall Tase e 285 et il e Ty 5Sisay Glaily ol cadl
Gl i€l L Aikiall 8 Ui GySie Gl sl @y 3 (MAD) Jaliall

LisS (3sd 3lad A€yl a3 culail) VATY ale J5V) o/ ST V€ Ld (V)
Bals (sSiu Ledl ehuall Hady gl gplgal) UL ablse oLy el hsa
Yo Al el a3l clli) dlld (pme g ol Y gt (B Jeall
LsS aais LisS ) gatie (ol a6 Ggsi frplona Jand A g A
O el @l 3 Lay cdasiall VI o ey Las g5 Jalis e dadd Sl 4
281 gplpaall 038 (53 (et (S cyssy Aaalall Ghidly Jhe iz S
saaiall LVl (o 53 Al liaag celadll e Sl sale A sl cuilS
Access . aal) Jaldll e aial - ieal Ga @A gl il gud) sl
https://www.bbc.com/arabic/world-54500590 10/2/2024

¢ L Gual) A 3L qual) cra GIEN allally i) UGN ¢ ilaas 4l (V)
CVAY (e VAT oV A gl il i) Sl das

¢ & YAYY Q


https://www.bbc.com/arabic/world-54500590

PY-YE 8 — JoVI Hlas¥l — oeiMilly guludl saedl — 59, W1 Sl dy =)l dsll als dlsws

gl dajl e Glaal Blow 8 sl ¢ jigia) auagl) 138 gus U
Al s sasiall LYl 30 Cojel aaylyiall A sall Clagiaill daitiy LAy <)
amys Agsill GlLugl) (it b agiey e VATE ale 8 Jadlly b sud)
1S 8 AS wal) Lgild Llal saamiall iVl cumds (V470 ole
e dall laales Lol Jalai Leldat 8 Lgils el sy .(Nadlyja,
clay VA1E ale & Y1 Ll (Dle) angy Ll coyall o L Aalll)
Al e aall Claalae Jsa ciliagliadl Suigay aidl

Lasliy) aty aali il 3L copall b bl o e 02l Aoy
Jaalss caludivn al b gl Sy o V) ¢ Ml Quladl) 6 5)ladl can
daldl) )l gaa) el Cua ddbidl o gl Jal s 4e)a
35851 255 e € IS8 1555 28 cudgl) o AS0aY) clasu
slae (A ol 25850 25530 djlaas ¢ Jladdl abadll (& gyl (gl
o bl enlal a8y (D galadlE 558 aa 8 yeaill angl el
o 0sSs Aallatll Wl (358 8a Yoo Joa gy agilSaly g
O el s o) aaly cllal Sy adfy L@ caMal (o agdia
LY e all il ehally caDliyyag lai€ IKNT 8 alaal)
RS

(1) Shelagh Dawn Grant, op. cit, P.337.
(2) National Intelligence Estimate, NIE 11-4-63, Washington, March
22, 1963, No 63v05/d326, frus1961.

(3) Ibid.
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(1) Magdalena Nowak, op. cit., P.39, 53.

(2) Memorandum From the President’s Assistant for National Security
Affairs (Kissinger) to President Nixon, Washington, undated, No.
76v41/d100, frus1969 .
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(1) Transcript of a Telephone Conversation Between President Nixon
and the Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs (Johnson),
Washington, March 17, 1970, No. 76v41/d101, frus1969.

(3) Memorandum From the President’s Assistant for National Security
Affairs (Kissinger) to President Nixon, Washington, April 7, 1970,
No. 76v41/d100. frus1969

(3) Rob Huebert, op. cit., P.6.

(4) Memorandum of Conversation, Beijing, October 23, 1971,No.

76vel3/d48, frus1969.
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(1) Memorandum of Conversation, Washington, March 3, 1972,
No.76ve01/d318 , frus1969.

(2)Memorandum From Secretary of State Rogers to President Nixon,
Washington, March 10, 1972, No. 76v36/d116, frus1969

(3) Memorandum From the Under Secretary of the Interior (Whitaker)
to President Nixon, Washington, March 24, 1972, No. 76v36/d120,
frus1969.

(4)Minutes of the Secretary of State’s Staff Meeting, Washington,
October 24, 1973, No. 76v36/d226, frus1969.
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(1) Magdalena Nowak, op. cit., P.39, 54.
(2) Summary of Conclusions of a Meeting of the Special Coordination
Committee, Washington, March 6, 1978, No. 76v33/d194, frus1969.
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https://www.britannica.com/biography/Mikhail- .Y 34+ ale 8 23l
Gorbachev Access 2/9/2024
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(1) Magdalena Nowak, op. cit., P.55.

(2) Ibid, P. 56.
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(1) Charles Emmerson, op. cit., P.116.
(2) Shelagh Dawn Grant, op. cit, P.376.
(3) Magdalena Nowak, op. cit., P.57.
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(1) United Nations, Security Council, 6 October 1987,
A_42_621_S_19180-EN.
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530 and Cand asadll iy e e b Cuiely Z3l e dllall 406,
Obayy syl dd 3L 8 Strategic  defense initiative il iuY) ¢ sl
(S A b il (g5 ) iy cipleall g (Bl g0 LY Aulifiesal
) e Yoad VI Aaall Lol 4.56Y) 511 Linyla ) Adadll o34 Cibaas 35
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) dagll ) leas dS b s JN PlA e Ailledll Ghaliall 300
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(1) United Nations, Op. cit.
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(1) Ibid.
(2) Michael Gregory, op. cit, P. 5.
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(4) Memorandum of Conversation, Moscow, May 31, 1988, No.

88v06/d161, frus1981.
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(1) Paper Prepared in the Executive Secretariat, Department of Stat,
Washington, undated, No. 88v01/d161, frus1981.

(2) Rebecca Babauta, B.A., Feasible or Frozen? a United States grand
strategy for the Arctic region, the Degree of Master of Arts, (the
Graduate Faculty of The University of Texas at San
Antonio,2023),P.5.
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(1) Anna V. Fravel, B.S, The Morality of Exploring the Unknown:
Ethics of U.S. Involvement in the Arctic, the degree of Master of
Arts, The Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, (Georgetown
University, Washington, 2013), P.32,33.
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— Arctic bioclimate zone, north of treeline

—— Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme (AMAP)
-—- Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna (CAFF)

----- Arctic Human Development Report (2004)
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Annika E Nilsson and Miyase Christensen, Arctic
Geopolitics, Media and Power, (New York, Routledge,
2019), P.2.
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Magdalena Nowak, The Hot Struggle Over the Cold Waters:
The Strategic Position of the Arctic Region During and After
the Cold War, Master of Arts in History, the Eberly College
of Arts and Sciences, (West Virginia University 2014),P.33.
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- The Ambassador in Russia (Francis) to the Secretary of
State, December 2, 1916 ,Papers Relating to the Foreign
Relations of the United States, 1923,No. v01/d166,
frus1923.

- Department of State Policy and Information Statement,
Washington, January 27, 1947, No.v01/d529, frus1947.

- Memorandum by the Chief of the Division of Russian
Affairs, Department of State (Poole), Washington, March
30, 1922, No 861.0144/49 , frus,1923.

- The Acting Secretary of State to the Danish Minister
(Kauffmann), Washington, July 27, 1945, No. v04/d571,
frus1945.

- Department of State Policy and Information Statement,
Washington, January 27, 1947,No. v01/d529, frus1947.

- The Ambassador in Canada (Atherton) to the Secretary of
State, Ottawa, August 28, 1946, No. v05/d33, frus1946.

- Memorandum of Canadian-United States Defense
Conversations Held in Ottawa in Suite “E” Chateau Laurier
Hotel, Ottawa, December 16 and 17, 1946,No. v05/d41,
frus1946.

- Memorandum by the Secretary of State to President
Truman, Washington, June 5, 1947, No. v03/d68, frus1947.

- The Ambassador in the United Kingdom (Douglas) to the
Secretary of State, London , June 11, 1947, No. v01/d290,
frus1947.

- Department of State Policy Statement, Washington, July 1,
1951, No.v06p2/d493, frus1951.

- Memorandum by the Executive Secretary of the National
Security Council (Lay) to the President, Truman Library,
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Truman papers, PSF—- -Subject file, Washington,
November 5, 1952, No. 54v02p1/d32, frus1952.

- The Under Secretary of State (Smith) to the Chairman of
the Joint Congressional Committee on Atomic Energy
(Cole), Washington, March 19, 1954, No. 54v06p2/d985,
frus1952.

- Report by the Canada—United States Military Study Group,
Washington, June 3, 1954, No. 54v06p2/d992, frus1952.

- Informal Record of a Meeting, Secretary Dulles’ Office,
Department of State, Washington, May 24, 1957, No.
57v20/d204. frus1955.

- Memorandum of a Conference, White House, Washington,
May 25, 1957, No. 57v20/d206, frus1955.

- Telegram From the Department of State to the Embassy in
France, Washington, May 26, 1957, No. 57v20/d208,
frus1955.

- Letter From the President’s Special Assistant (Stassen) to
the Secretary of Defense (Wilson), Washington, May 18,
1957. No. 57v20/d199, frus1955.

- Memorandum of a Conversation, Department of State,
Washington, October 5, 1957, No. 57v20/d302, frus1955.

- Telegram From the Secretary of State to the Embassy in the
Federal Republic of Germany, London, July 31, 1957, No.
57v20/d269, frus1955.

- Memorandum From Lay to the NSC Washington,
December 26, 1957,No. 60v03mSupp/d287, frus1958.

- Record of Telephone Conversation Between Lodge and
John Foster Dulles, April 20, 1958, No. 60v03mSupp/d315,
frus1958.

- Record of Telephone Conversation Between Lodge and
John Foster Dulles, April 23, 1958, No. 60v03mSupp/d316,
frus1958 .

- Foreign Relations of the United States, 1958-1960, VVolume
X, Part 1, Editorial Note,No43.
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- Foreign Relations of the United States, 19581960, Volume
X, Part 1, Editorial Note, No44.

- Telegram 1283 from USUN, New York, May 8, 1958,
N0.60v03mSupp/d326, frus1958.

- Memorandum of Conversation, Reply to Khrushchev letter
of May 9 on Technical Talks, Washington, May 15,
1958,No. 60v03mSupp/d328, frus1958.

- Memorandum of Conversation, The Secretary’s Talks with
the French Foreign Minister, Paris, July 5 - East-West
Relations, Paris, July 5, 1958, No. 60v07p2/d36, frus1958.

- Memorandum of Conversation, The Secretary’s Talks with
General de Gaulle, Paris, July 9, 1958, No. 60v07p2/d39,
frus1958.

- Circular Instruction From the Department of State to
Certain Diplomatic Missions, Washington, July 28,
1958,No. 60v02/d20, frus1958.

- National Intelligence Estimate, NIE 11-61, Washington,
April 6, 1961, No. 63v07/d13, frus1961.

- National Intelligence Estimate, NIE 11-61, Washington,
April 6, 1961, No. 63v07/d13, frus1961.

- National Intelligence Estimate, Washington, July 6, 1962,
No. 63v08/d96, frus1961.

- National Intelligence Estimate, NIE 11-4-63, Washington,
March 22, 1963, No 63v05/d326, frus1961.

- Memorandum From the President’s Assistant for National
Security  Affairs (Kissinger) to President Nixon,
Washington, undated, No. 76v41/d100, frus1969.

- Transcript of a Telephone Conversation Between President
Nixon and the Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs
(Johnson), Washington, March 17, 1970, No. 76v41/d101,
frus1969.

- Memorandum From the President’s Assistant for National
Security  Affairs (Kissinger) to President Nixon,
Washington, April 7, 1970, No. 76v41/d100. frus1969.
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- Memorandum of Conversation, Beijing, October 23,
1971,No. 76vel3/d48, frus1969.

- Memorandum of Conversation, Washington, March 3,
1972, No.76ve01/d318 , frus1969.

- Memorandum From Secretary of State Rogers to President
Nixon, Washington, March 10, 1972, No. 76v36/d116,
frus1969.

- Memorandum From the Under Secretary of the Interior
(Whitaker) to President Nixon, Washington, March 24,
1972, No. 76v36/d120, frus19609.

- Minutes of the Secretary of State’s Staff Meeting,
Washington, October 24, 1973, No. 76v36/d226, frus1969.

- Summary of Conclusions of a Meeting of the Special
Coordination Committee Washington, March 6, 1978, No.
76v33/d194, frus1969.

- Memorandum of Conversation, Moscow, May 31, 1988,
No0.88v06/d161, frus1981.

- Paper Prepared in the Executive Secretariat, Department of
Stat, Washington, undated, No. 88v01/d161, frus1981.
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- United Nations Audiovisual Library of International Law,
Copyright © United Nations, 2008. All rights reserved
www.un.org/law/avl
- United Nations, Security Council, S/, 995, 28 April 1958.
- United Nations, Security Council, 6 October 1987,
A 42 621 S 19180-EN.
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- Anna V. Fravel, B.S, The Morality of Exploring the
Unknown: Ethics of U.S. Involvement in the Arctic, the

degree of Master of Arts, The Graduate School of Arts and
Sciences, (Georgetown University, Washington, 2013).
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Chad Lukens, Cooperation and Confrontation in the Post-
Cold War North: An International Relations Approach to
Arctic Security, B.A., (Winona State University, 1999).
Daniel Akikie, NATO and the Arctic: Theorizing NATO's
Twenty First Century Problem, the Degree of Master of
Liberal Arts, (Harvard University, 2022).

lan Birdwell, Hyperborean Habits and Melting Ice: The
Normalization of Arctic Space and Resurgent National
Identity, Master of Arts, (the University of Old
Dominion2019).

Kerstin A. Schley, Germany's interests in the Arctic, Master
In Arctic and Northern Studies,( University of Alaska
Fairbanks May 2019)

Magdalena Nowak, The Hot Struggle Over the Cold
Waters: The Strategic Position of the Arctic Region During
and After the Cold War, Master of Arts in History, the
Eberly College of Arts and Sciences, (West Virginia
University 2014).

Michael Gregory, Arctic Security: The Race for the Arctic
Through the Prism of International Relations Theory,
Master of Science in Political Science,( Portland State
University 2019).

Rebecca Babauta, B.A., Feasible or Frozen? a United States
grand strategy for the Arctic region, the Degree of Master
of Arts, (the Graduate Faculty of The University of Texas at
San Antonio,2023).

Sarah E. Nuernberger, The Arctic Game, the Degree
Master of Arts, the Faculty of the Josef Korbel School of
International Studies, (University of Denver,2012).

Veera Pauliina Suvanto, Geopolitics of the Arctic:
Challenges and Prospects, Report of the Master in
International Studies, (University of Barcelona, 2015-
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- Andrew Richter, Avoiding Armageddon: Canadian Military
Strategy and Nuclear Weapons, 1950-1963,(Toronto, UBC

Press,2002)

- Annika E Nilsson and Miyase Christensen, Arctic
Geopolitics, Media and Power, (New York, Routledge,

2019)

- Charles Emmerson, The Future History of the Arctic Kindle

Edition, (Public Affairs, 2010)

- Douglas Hoare, Arctic exploration, E, P, Dutton & Co,

(New York, 1906)

- Jim Townsend and Andrea Taylor, Back to the future: the
Origins of Great — power Competition in the Arctic, (Center

of a New American Security 2021)
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- Martin Kitchen, A history of modern Germany 1800-2000,
Blackwell ,(UK,2006)

- Richard Sale, Eugene Potapov, The Scrambble for the
Arctic: Ownership, Exploration and Conflict in the Far
North, (London: Frances Lincoln Limites Publishers, 2009)

- Shelagh Dawn Grant, Polar Imperative: A History of Arctic
Sovereignty in North America, (Canada, Douglas &
Mclintyre, 2010).
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- Rob Huebert, United States Arctic Policy: The Reluctant
Arctic Power, University of Calgary Publications Series,
Volume 2, Issue 2, May 2009.
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