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Narrative aesthetics in the novel: For what crime did you
leave?
Mona Abdel Aziz Al-Zaid
Intermediate and secondary Arabic language teacher,
doctoral researcher Department of Arabic Language and
Literature, Faculty of Arts, Alexandria University, Egypt.
Email: Mona__sad@hotmail.com
Abstract:
The novel basically tells the story of seven characters,
including the politician “Raouf,” the pianist “Rachel,” the
visual artist “Rachel,” the philosopher “Abdullah,” the
Marxist activist “Khaled,” the writer “Jihan,” and the pianist
“Walid.” The events of the novel also revolve around
“Rachel’s” relationships with people and society, and the
heroine of the novel is “Rahil”, who was abandoned by her
mother, who was an artist in the field of drawing, and
committed suicide after she left her father, along with Rabhil.
They found her a suicide but they did not find Rahil with her,
and Rahil became an artist like... Her mother, but in the field
of playing, and she married a brilliant political activist, but
this relationship did not last long, so she returned to playing
and the freedom that she was looking for, and thus came the
novel “For What Sin Did She Leave” that combines art,
music, philosophy, and politics, as the novel carries within it.
Political reflections. This novel, which was shortlisted for the
Arabian Booker Prize, is distinguished by the fact that it
combines philosophy and thought, and delves into the depths
of Arab and French characters, revealing their roots, within a
dramatic plot. This novel is also full of intertwined issues
such as social issues. And politics in light of the people’s
struggle in Morocco. It is a novel with great ability to present
what many pens are silent about. It addresses the issue of
social alienation in Moroccan society, which represents a
parallel and important axis in the novel, and through it shows
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the positions of members of society, and the variation and
difference of their opinions. The author is the novelist
Mohamed Al-Mazouz, a professor and researcher in political
anthropology, and a Moroccan writer and politician. This
research is followed by several Methods: including the
descriptive and analytical method, through the events of the
novel, their analysis and development, as well as the social
method in studying the impact of reality on the characters.
The psychological approach in studying the characters of the
novel, and also the artistic approach in studying the artistic
techniques in the novel.

Keywords: Muhammad Al-Mazouz, Symbols,

Intertextuality, Feminism, Tragedy.
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