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The aesthetics of place in the modern Arabic novel, the novel
The Coptic House by Ashraf Al-Ashmawy, is an example
(applied critical study)

Sana Suleiman Saeed Mustafa

Department of Literature and Criticism, Prince Sattam
bin Abdulaziz University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: Sanaasolimanll@yahoo.com

Abstract:

The research dealt with the aesthetics of place in the modern
Arabic novel, through the novel The Coptic House by the
writer Ashraf Al-Ashmawy. The research included an
introduction, two sections, and a conclusion. The introduction
dealt with: place and its importance in the novel. The first
section dealt with: the closed place and its significance, and
the second section dealt with: the open place. The most
important findings | reached were: * Place is the most
prominent element of the narrative structure in the Arabic
novel. The event takes place in it, and time and characters
interact with it, making it the focus of the event visible to the
reader. *Novelist Ashraf Al-Ashmawy relied on both: the
closed and open place in his novel: The Coptic House; To
discuss the situation of the Copts in Egypt, and the events of
sectarian strife before the 2011 uprising, he was represented
in one of the villages of Upper Egypt. *The author used the
closed place to express the state of closure in general,
whether in the life of the Christian heroine who faced
sectarian incitement, or on the collective level that
highlighted the ugly face of the attempt to ignite sectarian
strife in Egypt. *The open place in the novel was linked to
repeated attempts to escape from the painful reality, or a
scene of sectarian strife battles that spread in Upper Egypt in
the governorates of Egypt, and the author repeatedly resorted
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to it in many places. *The negative political role of the
National Party in the events emerged. He was content with
attempts to calm things down and hide the facts from the
masses, which suited him in a closed space for making
agreements and an open space for expressing chaos. *It was
noted that the author was influenced by his work in the
judicial field. He mentioned some terms that reflect his legal
awareness, such as: his work in the Public Prosecution, in
addition to the emergence of the nature of the Public
Prosecutor’s work as an investigator who only acts on behalf
of the Public Prosecutor.

key words: The Closed Place - The Open Place - The
Modern Arabic Novel - The Coptic House -
Ashraf Al-Ashmawy.
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