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The semiotics of gifting: a study of patterns, functions,
and formation.
Ahmed Abdul-Azim Muhammad Ali
College of Arts and Sciences, Al-Jouf University,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
the department of Arabic language, Faculty of Al-Alsun,
Ain Shams University, Arab Republic of Egypt.
Email: d_ali@alsun.asu.edu.eg - aamali@ju.edu.sa
Abstract:
This study is an attempt to enrich the Arab critical library in
general, and the field of textual thresholds (specifically
dedication threshold) in particular. This study adopted a
critical approach so as to develop theoretical frameworks and
perceptions about the text of dedication, in terms of patterns,
functions, and structure, For this purpose, the study relied on
extrapolation, collecting approximately (150) one hundred
and fifty dedications to modern Arabic books in different
topics. As for the methodology of the research, it relies on the
semiotic and stylistic analysis based on the rhetorical lesson
on one hand, and on linguistic studies since de Saussure on
the other hand; an approach that allows a specific critical tool
to reveal the contexts of the dedication text, its relationships,
patterns, functions and structure, The study is divided into an
introduction, and two chapters: the first part is entitled
"Dedication Patterns and Their Functions"”, the second is
entitled "The Linguistic and Artistic structure of
Dedications". The last part a conclusion that summarizes the
findings of the study and the recommendations it proposes.
One of the most essential results of this study is that
dedications can be classified according to various divisions
such as dedication to self/other, private/general, short / long,
traditional/ direct, literary/aesthetic, poetry/prose,
narrative/rhetorical, and clear/ambiguous dedication. This
reveals the richness of the images and patterns of dedications,
as well as their functional and aesthetic values.
Keywords: Text thresholds, Dedication, Semiotics, Patterns
and functions, Linguistic and artistic structure.
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