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The Blemmyes' raids on Egypt 253-282 AD
Amal Ahmed Hamed Abdel Aziz
History Department, Faculty of Arts, Mansoura
University, Arab Republic of Egypt.
Email: amlahmad8@gmail.com

Abstract:

The Topic Of This Paper is About "The Raids of Blemmyes
on Egypt 253 — 282 AD". The Belemmyes are one of the
pastoral tribes that lived in the south of the eastern desert
between Egypt and the north of the kingdom of Meroe. And
they were wandering in the region extending between the
Nile and the red sea, where the most important trade routes
with India were through the eastern desert. Especially the
Routes from Coptos on the Nile to the ports of Meyos
Hormos and Berenici on the Red Sea. The Blemmyes,
Nomads, Looked for opportunities to prey on the trade
caravans passing through their territory. Their aim was at
first looting and plundering, then Fleeing, And then turned to
attacking the Roman garrisons on those Routes. When the
political, economic and military situation deteriorated in
Egypt, they attacked the cities of upper Egypt. Those attacks
had many repercussions, whether on Egypt, on the Blemmyes
or on Nobia. The paper a appended with a conclusion
including the findings of the study.

Key words: Blemmeys, caravans , Eastern desert, Roman
garrisons,Coptos ,Myos Hormos, Berenike,
Egyptian Southern Frontiers ,Nobia, Axume
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(1) Barnard, Addition remarks on Blemmyes, Beja and Eastern desert

Ware, Egypt and the Levant, XVII, (2007), 23 — 31; Dijkstra, "
Blemmyes, Noubades and the Eastern Desert in Late Antiquity” Ch.
17 (Rome, 2008), 239 — 247; Torok, Between Two Worlds, the
Frontier Region Between ancient Nubia and Egypt 3700 B.C-500Ad
(Leiden — Boston 2009); Updegraff, A study of the Blemmyes, Dph
(Brandeis University, 1978); Bryan, Persians, Ports and Pepper, The
Red Sea Trade in Late Antiquity, MA (University of Ottawa,
(Anada, 2015); Obluski; "Dodekaschoinos in Late Antiquity Ethnic
Blemmyes", Varia, (2013), 141 — 147; Kirwan, "Romebeyond The
Sothern Egyptian Frontier”, The Geographical Journal, vol., 123,
No. 1, (Mar., 1957), 13 — 109.
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(1) Zosimus, I, 27(1-2).

(2) Torok, Two Worlds, 460; Solange Ashby, Philae, 117;
Zacharopoulou, Nobadia, 232.

(3) O. Krok. I1; O. Did., Il.
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(1) Bryan, Red Sea Trade, 21; Kirwan, Southern Egyptian Frontier,
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(2) Zacharopoulou, Nobadia, 232 — 233; Updegraff, Blemmyes, 72.
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(1) Torok, Two Worlds, 466; Updegraff, Blemmyes, 72.

(2) Torok, Two Worlds, 466.

(3) Dario Napo, trade With the east, 236; Updegraff, Blemmyes, II.
(4) O. Did, I, 46; O. Did, 44, 1 — 19.
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(2) 0. Did, I, 1 - 46.

(3) O. Krok., I, 60.

(1) Géabor, Tumulus, 598.
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(1) O. Krok. I, 87.

(2) O. Krok. 47, Coll. Ill, 47-58:
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100 ®awet (hand 2) mp_ .. A, . . (handl) [ca.?- Bap] Bdpovg Ea
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Bepevik(me) x(aipew).[Th} -1-2- 10D €]veotdtoc unvog [Tappodot [-
ca.7]. . amomtpoarov Aiyvmtov fipracay [- ca.6 -], | . ¢ dnoktelivavteg
povopdyag y - g&awthgo-ca.l3 -ve . o uN TG, ... [- call
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(3) O. Krok. 1, 6,(102/1030r/2/-122AD).
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(1) O.Did. 44,1 -19; LI. 1-21.
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(2) O. Krok. 87; Col., 1 — 26.
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(1) O. Krok. 87; Gabory, Tumulus, 598.

(2) O. Did. 46, (220 -250AD).
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