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Thiefcatchers (Anotomooti)g) in Egypt in the Roman era
Ragaa soliman soliman Ibrahim
Ancient History Teacher - Faculty of Human Studies - Al-
Azhar University - Dakahlia - Arab Republic of Egypt.
Email: Ragaaibrahim.el20@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:
Security means varied in Egypt in the Ptolemaic and Roman
eras, where the policemen @uiakai took charge of

apprehending thieves and fugitives in the Ptolemaic era, and
in the Roman era, the responsibility for arresting criminals
was a collective responsibility that the police and public
officials were responsible for, in addition to the thief hunters.
The research was limited to studying the job of thief hunters
(Anotomaotg) in Egypt in the Roman era, because this job
was one of the new jobs introduced by the Romans to achieve
their economic goals in the second and third centuries AD.
There are a number of previous studies specialized in the
administrative history of Egypt in the Ptolemaic and Roman
eras, which discussed security management in the cities and
villages of Egypt, but they mentioned thief hunters in passing
as part of the police work. Information about this job was
reported in the papyrus documents, where the research
focuses on the definition of thief hunters, the beginning of
their appearance in the papyrus documents, how to be
appointed for this job, the number of thief hunters and their
chiefs in each village, the duration of the job, and the
employees who issue instructions to the thief hunters,
namely: the strategos The tasks of the thief-catchers are as
follows: to assist the sheriff in catching criminals, to
apprehend criminals fleeing from paying taxes, to protect
official papers, to arrest trespassers, and to deliver workers to
the mines. We will also learn about the punishment of thief
hunters in case they fail to perform their mission, cash and in-
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kind payments to thief hunters, the way thief hunters deal

with criminals, and the free professions of thief hunters.

Keywords: Thiefcatchers - Lesopiastos - The Roman Era -
Arresting Criminals- The Police.
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Erman & Krebs, Aus den Papyrus der kéniglichen
Museen, (Berlin, W. Spemann, 1899),144.

1P.Hib. 2.198, Col.7 (242-222 BC).
e« lag Uil yomel) (8 emn b EDalsally Ja 1 8 Calalll e Y
TEA Ga Y )Y (S dalall Ay peadl)
el - las My alladl ppamnll (8 s Ll e claghedl (o 2l ¥
e i lagll DAY (e dtlag ) e 8 oLl 1oLl 2l
(Bl Amals V) A (55 e e 557560 Al ¢ usgpias s lbaaY)
Y4 A0

4 Baldwin, Crime and Criminalsin Graeco- Roman Egypt, Aegyptus,
43, 1963, 257.
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1 P.Petaus 34 (184.AD. Ptolemais Hormou).; P.Mil.2.47 (200-259.
AD.Thraso).; P.Ryl. 2 289 (200 — 299.AD).; P.osl0.2.20 (250 —
299.AD. Karanis).; P. Flor.1.2col7 (265.AD. Hermoupolis Magna).;
SB 10 10556 (275 — 299. AD.Oxyrhynchite).; BGU.17.2701 ( 275 —
325.AD. Hermoupolis Magna).; Chr.wilck.472 (200-299.AD.
Arsinoite).; P. Cair. Isid.( 300-324.AD.Karanis).; O.Mich. 1 102
(300 — 325. AD.Karanis).; SPP. 20.76, (308.AD. Hermopolite).;
SB.20.15095. b (AD 300 — 399 Hermopolite).
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5 chr.wilck.472 ( 200- 299.AD. Arsinoite), L.2. = BGU 1 325.
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1 Christopher, J., Fuhrmann , Policing the Roman Empire: Soldiers,
Administration, and Public order, (oxford: university press, 2012) ,
184.

2Erman & Krebs , Aus den Papyrus der koniglichen Museen, (Berlin,
W. Spemann, 1899),144.; Sheldon, R.M., Espionage in the Ancient
World: An Annotated Bibliography of book and articles in Western
Languages, (London, 2015), 43.; Mark Janse & Klaas Bentein,
Varieties of Post-classical and Byzantine Greek, (Berlin: Boston,
2020,), 144. ;

3 Jouguet , P. , La Vie Municipale dans L'Egypte Romaine , (Paris
:1911), 264.

4 P. Petaus 34 (184. AD. Ptolemais Hormou), LL.1-2:
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Significance for Studying Early Christianity Selected Essays,
(Leiden: Boston,2007), 131,132.

1 BGU.17.2701 (275- 325 AD).; P. Cairo Isid. 79 (300- 325. AD),;
SB.20.15095. b (300 —399.AD. Hermopolite),L.8.
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Gunter Poethke, Griechische Papyrusurkunden spatrémischer und
byzantinischer Zeit aus Hermupolis Magna: (BGU XVII).Vol.7,
Nov. 16, (Leipzig: 2001), 82.; Klaas Worp, Hans-Albert Rupprecht,

Berichtigungsliste der Griechischen Papyrusurkunden aus Agypten,
(Leiden: Boston, 2009), 331.

real) el laadll g sumge sl cluhal) aal e ¢S Y
Fridrich Oertel, Die Liturgie: Studien Zur Ptolemaischen Kaiserlichen

Verwaltung Agyptens, (Leipzig: 1917). ; Naphtali Lewis , The
Compulsory Public Services of Roman Egypt, (Firenze: 1997).;

LK ypdia e 3,550 Aluy dduibeg ) yoan 8 dualylY) cileadl) tle deas clica
YooV Oa) daals by caladal)
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2 Naphtali Lewis , The Compulsory Public Services of Roman Egypt,
(Firenze: 1982), 37, 38.

3 Naphtali Lewis , The Compulsory , (1982), 37, 38.

4 Sheldon, R.M., Espionage in the Ancient World: An Annotated
Bibliography of book and articles in Western Languages, (London:
2015), 43.
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SB.20.15095. b (300 — 399. AD. Hermopolite), LL.1-11.; T. Gagos and
P.J.Sijpesteijn, " Towards an Explanation of the Typology of the So-
called "Orders to Arrest”, BASP 33(1996):79-85.
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2 SB.20.15095. b (300 —399. AD. Hermopolite).

& Yavi *®¢
w



Glosy)l pasll @ pas @ (MOTOTOGTIG) posalll suilo

e Al alBYL) (i€ A8 Bl ). Gugianlad) o
Ligaall ) g pdanl 138 el fsaled o ey - (Cisadd) Llal) yuaay
Vdaually oSt geal LBy . e g 2 Aaaldd) Uit Gageady

e S O asaalll sula due jeaa o e Las gt
Y5 otV il 3 ae 8 Ge agd >l jsra
il 558 agaalll (525in U (e agall LS 2y o ¢ sian sl
(i Hogall 55 finsall 3L ()3 pamny clia s L1 day el V)
O 1Ol ol el m o) 2 Le (B pealas o T opad) il
O o 4t 4 Joud ¥ s BLY) Adeay idiy o A pagalll gaila
iy (3 andl) e Y LS8 el Jilie ¢ gealll Caygns ALY
Aagall 25 3 . Laily ph gty mgealll sila o e i

el aeal caee Proestos e Ysiee @llia o ¢ Catanan g9
) L Sy conegiall aal e mill ¢l A Gagealll gxilal
il ) ) et 3 U] adf a4y i Ldle i 30 42

1 SB.20.15095. b (300 — 399. AD. Hermopolite), LL.1-4:
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3 T. Gagos and P.J.Sijpesteijn, " Towards an Explanation of the
Typology of the So—called '"Orders to Arrest', BASP 33(1996), 89.
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2 p.oslo.2.20 11l spc (250 — 299.AD. Karanis), LL.1-4.; SB.20.15095.
b (300 — 399.AD. Hermopolite), LL.1-11.

3 Milne. J.G., A History of Egypt under Roman rule, (London: 1942,
112.; Taubenschlag, The law of Greco- Roman Egypt in the Light of
the Papyri, 323.B.C.640. AD, (Warszawa: 1955), 542.
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4 Chr.wilck.472 (200-299.AD. Arsinoite), L.3.
5 SPP. 20.76 (308. AD),LL.1-10.
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1 Francesca Maltomini, Simona Russo, Marco Stroppa, Papiri della
Societa Italiana volume diciassettesimo (PSI XVII) ni 1654-1715P,
(Firenze: University Press, 2018), 139.

2 SB.20.15095. b (300 —399.AD. Hermopolite), LL.1-11.

3 SB.20.15095. b (300 — 399.AD. Hermopolite), LL.6-11:
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1T. Gagos and P.J.Sijpesteijn, " Towards an Explanation of the
Typology of the So-called "Orders to Arrest”, BASP. 33(1996): 89.
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1 P. Cair. Isid.( 300-324.AD.Karanis), L.1-19.
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Karolien Geens," Aurelius Isidoros son of Ptolemaios”, ArchiD 34.
Version 2 (Leuven Hompage of Papyrus Collections , 2013),1-13. ;

Magdy A. I. Aly, A Petition from P. Cair. Isi, (Classical: Papers,
2020), vol. xvii: 20- 32.
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- Diodorus Siculus. 1.80
Aol jalaal) s Ll

BGU = Aegyptische Urkunden aus den Koéniglichen (later
Staatlichen) Museen zu Berlin, Griechische Urkunden.
Berlin . BGU.I, 1895. Nos.

chr.wilck = L. Mitteis and U. Wilcken, Grundziige und
Chrestomathie der Papyruskunde, | Bd. Historischer
Teil, 1l Halfte Chrestomathie. Leipzig-Berlin 1912.

O. Mich = Greek Ostraca in the University of Michigan
Collection , O. Mich, I, Texts, ed. L. Amundsen. Ann
Arbor 1935.

P. Cair. Isid = The Archive of Aurelius Isidorus in the
Egyptian Museum, Cairo, and the University of
Michigan, ed. A.E.R. Boak and H.C. Youtie. Ann
Arbor 1960.

P. Flor= Papiri greco-egizii, Papiri Fiorentini (Supplementi
Filologico-Storici ai Monumenti Antichi). Milan
1906- 1915.

P. Petaus = Das Archiv des Petaus, ed. U. Hagedorn, D.
Hagedorn, L.C. Youtie and H.C. Youtie. Opladen
19609.

P.Hib= The Hibeh Papyri. London 1906.

P.Mil = Papiri Milanesi . 11, ed. S. Daris. Milan 1966.

p.oslo = Papyri Osloenses. Oslo.ll, ed. S. Eitrem and L.
Amundsen. 1931.

P.Ryl = Catalogue of the Greek and Latin Papyri in the John
Rylands Library, Manchester. = Manchester.ll,
Documents of the Ptolemaic and Roman Periods, ed.
J. de M. Johnson, V. Martin and A.S. Hunt. 1915.

SB = Sammelbuch griechischer Urkunden aus Aegypten. (A
collection of documentary papyri, ostraca,
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inscriptions, mummy tablets and related texts
published in journals or unindexed catalogues. Begun
by F. Preisigke in 1915.

SPP = Studien zur Palaeographie und Papyruskunde, ed. C.
Wessely. Leipzig 1901—1924,
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Baldwin, Crime and Criminalsin Graeco- Roman Egypt,

Aegyptus, 43, 1963, 257.

" John, Bauschatz, Law and Enforcement in Ptolemaic
Egypt, Cambridge University Press, 2013.

Jouguet, P., La Vie Municipale dans L'Egypte Romaine ,
Paris, 1911.

- Mark Janse & Klaas Bentein, Varieties of Post-classical

and Byzantine Greek, Berlin: Boston, 2020.

" Naphtali Lewis , The Compulsory Public Services of
Roman Egypt, Firenze, 1982.

Sheldon, R.M., Espionage in the Ancient World: An
Annotated Bibliography of book and articles in Western
Languages, London, 2015.

Bagnall , Army and Police in Roman Upper Egypt,
JARCE , vol. 14, 1977.

Christopher. J. Fuhrmann, Policing the Roman Empire:
Soldiers, Administration, and Public order, oxford
university press, 2012.

- Erman — Krebs, Aus den Papyrus der kéniglichen Museen,

Berlin, W. Spemann, 1899.

- Francesca Maltomini, Simona Russo, Marco Stroppa,
Papiri della Societa Italiana volume diciassettesimo (PSI
XVII) ni 1654-1715P, FI RENZEU NI VERSITY
PRES S, 2018.

- Fridrich Oertel, Die Liturgie: Studien Zur Ptolemaischen
Kaiserlichen Verwaltung Agyptens, Leipzig, 1917.

- Johnson, Coleman-Norton & Bourne, Ancient Roman
Statutes, Austin, 1961.
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- Magdy A. I. Aly, A Petition from P. Cair. Isi, Classical
Papers, vol. xvii, 2020.

- Milne. J.G., A History of Egypt under Roman rule, London,
1942.

- N. Lewis , The Compulsory Public Services of Roman
Egypt, Firenze 1982.

- T. Gagos and P.J.Sijpesteijn, " Towards an Explanation of
the Typology of the So-called "Orders to Arrest”, BASP
33, 1996.

- Taubenschlag, The law of Greco- Roman Egypt in the
Light of the Papyri, 323.B.C.640. AD, Warszawa, 1955.

Karolien Geens," Aurelius Isidoros son of Ptolemaios",
ArchlD 34. Version 2 (Leuven Hompage of Papyrus
Collections , 2013

Thomas. J.Kraus , Ad Fontes Original Manuscripts and Their
Significance for Studying Early Christianity Selected
Essays, (Leiden: Boston,2007), 131,132.
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