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National Identity in Libya and Italian Colonialism
(1911-1951)

Asma Hassan Saeed Maswa Al-Ghamdi
History Department, College of Arts and Humanities, Al-
Baha University, Saudi Arabia.
Email: d-asmagh@hotmail.com
Abstract: Italian colonialism in Libya tried to obliterate
the religious identity through language, culture, and
proselytizing campaigns inside and outside the country.
Italian colonialism, through military colonialism, tried to
turn Libya into a fascist Italian colony, which led to the
emergence of liberation movements and religious,
cultural and military struggle. The research aims to
clarify and define the national identity. , and its
deepening in the people of the Arab-Islamic world,
especially the countries that were afflicted by Western
colonialism, which left a great colonial legacy that some
countries are still suffering from until now, especially in
obliterating their national identity and cultural heritage,
especially in their folk arts, education, language, customs
and traditions.
The historical inductive approach was relied upon to
know aspects of the Italian colonial legacy in Libya,
specifically in education, folk arts and national identity.
The descriptive analytical approach was also used. The
research is not limited to collecting information, but
includes the interpretation and analysis of this data.
Through the use of the analysis of the Libyan national
identity during the Italian colonization, using the studies
conducted in this period and the experience that the
Libyan state lived through obliterating its identity during
this historical era.
The results of the research showed that Italy tried to
obliterate the religious identity of the people of Libya
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between the people and the population, and the Libyans
met it by adhering to the Islamic call and being keen on
Islamic customs and traditions.

One of the most important recommendations of the
research was interest in researching and excavating the
Libyan artistic heritage and collecting it from different
places in the Libyan regions, and creating a library for
Libyan folklore in specialized places such as the Ministry
of Information, the Libyan Ministry of Culture, the
National Theater and the National Authority for the
Protection of Libyan Heritage.

Key words: (National identity - Italian colonialism -
Libyan folk art - folklore - popular poetry - folklore -
popular food).
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