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The Palm Tree in the Poetry of Muhammad Al-Thubaiti: A
Semantic Study

Abdulaziz Bin Hamoud Al-Balawi
Department of Literature and Criticism, College of Education
and Arts, Tabuk University, Saudi Arabia.
Email: a.albalawi@ut.edu.sa

Abstract:
This brief research semantically traces the mentioning of the palm
tree in the poetry of Muhammad al-Thubaiti, adopting an
analytical approach, as the poet’s intended meaning is inferred
from the mentioning of the palm tree, according to the
psychological atmosphere of the poem, and according to the
literary doctrine of the poet. Many of the revelations are derived
from the significance of the palm tree in human life, the
importance of this tree in the poet’s home, and the literary
environment and the artistic school that the poet follows in his
poems. The palm tree was mentioned a lot in Al-Thubaiti’s poetry
in the Diwan of (The Sands Stand), which was dominated by the
spirit of the desert, which is in turn the home of the palm tree, yet
the palm tree was mentioned less in his other collections. Based
on the writers’ interest in this tree — whose benefits are
innumerable; a tree that is still green in winter and summer,
yields its fruit every time with the permission of its Lord, and that
it is as beneficial as the benefit of the believer in terms of its
abundance of goodness, the permanence of its shade and the
goodness of its fruits — and stemming from the writers’ care with
its indications in the poetry of the desert (Al-Rimal), the research
came out with the implications of the palm tree in Al-Thubaiti's
poetry, and these implications were summarized as: the
environmental cultural implications, the emotional implications,
and the historical implications. In describing the palm tree and its
importance, the study benefited from previous studies on palm
trees in the literature, where they mentioned the cultural and
historical importance of the palm tree, and the research
assumptions were supported with texts from these studies.
Keywords: Palm tree, Poetry, Muhammad Al-Thubaiti, Study,
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