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Manifestations of the critical realist vision in place in the
novel "Balcony of Shame™ by Ibrahim Nasrallah
Sophia Yousri Salah Jumaa
Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty
of Arts, Alexandria University, Arab Republic of Egypt.
Email: sophia_salah000@yahoo.com
Abstract:
The research aims to reveal the manifestations of Ibrahim
Nasrallah's realistic and critical vision in the two elements of
time and place with the central character "Manar" in the
novel "Balcony of Shame", and how to employ it artistically,
and the impact of all this on the artistic architecture of time
and place and their formation, and the extent of the novelist's
success in that in portraying The issue of honor killings and
communicating his realistic and critical vision of it to the
recipient and expressing the social and intellectual reality of
society, especially since the dimensions of the novel
“Balcony of Shame” are fertile, diverse, and extend their
impact and impact. They depend mainly on building on
criticism of the social reality of the victims of honor crimes in
Arab societies with serious awareness and a comprehensive
perception. The research followed the analytical descriptive
approach, dealing with the trend of critical realism in the
novel, and the role of the elements of time and space in the
world of the central character within the framework of the
critical realist vision of the novelist. The most prominent
results of the research: that the manifestations of the critical
realist vision in the central character "Manar" stand out
through being a human model derived from the reality of
society, and being an oppressed female figure whose fate
ends in a sad end, and that the internal "psychological™ time
in the world of the central character highlights the vision The
writer's critical realism, and that the critical realist vision
emerges through the influence of the place on Manar's
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consciousness, and through the novelist's keenness to
highlight the negative physical and psychological effects that
afflict the victims of honor crimes in prison. And that the
novelist portrays in some places the place in a way that
makes it a mirror for its inhabitant that reflects his mood and
psyche. And he notes the influence of space and time in the
novel, and the spatial environments are not diversified or
described accurately, and the author's focus is on the fictional
event and on the fictional characters themselves and the
influence of time and space on them. And it becomes clear to
us the extent of the novelist's ingenuity in drawing the
dimensions of time and space and reformulating some of their
features.

Keywords: Critical realism, Place, Balcony of shame,

Ibrahim Nasrallah, The art of the novel.
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