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Aesthetics of Ugliness in Poetry of the Irony and Satire
Era First Mamluk as a Model.
Taha Ali Khalifa Ahmed
Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Al-Alsun,
South Valley University, Arab Republic of Egypt.
Email: tahaali70555@gmail.com
Abstract:
The pursuer of aesthetic studies realizes that harmony or
congruence is no longer the first criterion for aesthetic
judgment. On the contrary, disharmony and incongruence
may convey beauty. This is probably what made ugliness a
rich material for study and research within the area of
aesthetics. Hence, the concept of ugliness is relevant to the
discipline and philosophy of aesthetics and they both form a
concomitant dichotomy in understanding art and attitude
towards it. Such dichotomy may suggest at the first
superficial glance disharmony and incongruity. However,
such a view has grown deeper and more comprehensible
when many scholars viewed some topics as ugly and of
aesthetic value at the same time. Our Arabic poetry is in need
for aesthetic apprehension. This can be achieved through
figuring out the aesthetic features of the poetic text and
eliciting its special meanings which can be attained under the
framework of aesthetics. Consequently, ugliness would not
by antonymous to beauty; rather, both ugliness and beauty
would be synonyms in evoking the pleasure of beauty. This
paper seeks to pinpoint the view of first Mamluk era for
ugliness and wording it in an aesthetic way that evokes
pleasure in the soul.
Keywords: Aesthetics of Ugliness, Aesthetics, Irony and
Satire, The first Mamluk era.
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