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Four Iranian Seljuk Tombstones from the 6™ A.H./12™ A.D. Century,

A study of Form and Content

Shaimaa abd -Allah Ibrahim Ahmed

Lecturer, Islamic Archaeology department, Faculty of Archaeology, Ain Shams
University, Egypt

shaimaa.abdAllah@arch.asu.edu.eg

Abstract: The study of tombstones is one of the important studies in archaeology. It
records and documents historically the civilization of each country in which it was
found, in terms of the social, political, cultural, religious and sectarian aspects of the
country from which it came. It also records the people and tribes through which we
learn about the status of these people in the societies in which they lived or came from.
The Iranian Seljuk tombstones are among the important inscriptions that show the style
of the Iranian Seljuks in preparing their tombstones.

This research deals with the study of four selected tombstones that have not been
studied. except that only their photos were published. Further they attributed to the
Iranian Seljuk period in the year (429-548 A.H./ 1037-1153 A.D.) and the study reveal
some of the general features and characteristics of the Seljuk tombstones. It also shed
light on the personalities whose names appear on those tombstones with the aim of
explaining the materials which used in its manufacture, the style of its design, in
addition to the diversity in the types of fonts used to record the writings, to indicate the
names of the craftsmen who made it, which seems that these craftsmen had an artistic
school in preparing these tombstones.

The study of this group of tombstones is based on the descriptive and analytical
approach: The descriptive includes describing the tombstones and reading its texts,
while the analytical includes analyzing everything related to it in terms of form and
content.

Keywords: tombstones - Seljuk period - Iran - relief engraving - Thuluth script - Kufic
script — decorations.
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- Abu Jaefar Muhamad bin Jarir Altabraa, Jamie Albayan ean Tawil ay Alquran,
vol.11, tahqiqu: Abd alllh bin eabd almuhsin altarkaa: Cairo: dar hijr ,
1422a.h./2001.
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- Abu Aleabaas 'Ahmad bin ealaa Alqalqashandaa, Subh Al'aeshaa fi Sinaeat

Al'iinsha,ju3: Cairo: dar alkutub almisriat , 1430a.h./1922.
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- Abu Alfida' Tsmaeil bin Eumar bin Kathir Alqurashiu Albasariu thuma Aldimashqiu

bin Kathirin, Tafsir Alquran Aleazima,8'ajza'i, tahqiqi:samaa bin muhamad
alsalamatu: Alrayad: dar tiibat ,1420a.h. /1999.
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- Abaa Alfaraj Muhamad bin 'Abaa Yaequb Aishaq almaeruf Bialwaraq abn Alnidim,

Alfihrist, tahqiq rida najid aibn eali zayn aleabidin alhayraa almazindrania: Tahran:
da.n., shaeban1391a.h./aktubar1971.
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- Al'iimam Alhafiz 'Abaa Alhusayn Muslim bin Alhajaaj Alqushyra Alniysaburaa
Muslmi, Sahih Muslim (whu almusnad alsahih almukhtasar min alsunan binaql
aleadl ean aleadl ean rasul allahisly allh elyh wslm) ,'iishraf wafahrisati:sudqaa jamil
aleatar: Lubnan :dar alfikri, 1424a.h./2003.
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- Jalal aldiyn Muhamad bin 'Ahmad bin Muhamad Almuhalaa w Al'iimam Jalal aldiyn

eabd Alrahman bin 'Abaa Bakr Alsuyutaa, Qran Karim Bitafsir Al'iimamayn
Aljalalina,tahqiqa: shaeban muhamad 'iismaeil : Cairo:sharikat alshamarlaa, 1977.
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- Sulayman bin 'Ahmad bin 'Ayuwb bin Mutayr Allakhmi Alshaami 'Abu Alqasim
Altabranaa , Kitab Aldaea'i, almujaladi3,ju6, dirasat watahqiq watakhriju:muhamad

saeid bin muhamad hasan albukharaa: Bayrut: dar albashayir al'iislamiati,1407a.h./
1987
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- Shihab aldiyn 'Abaa Abd allah Yaqut bin Abd allah Alhamwaa Alruwmaa
Albaghdadaa Alhamwaa, Muejam Albildan, ja2: Birut: dar sadir, 1397a.h./1977.
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- Sadr aldiyn 'Abaa Alhusayn Ealaa bin Alsayid Al'iimam Alshahid 'Abi Alfawaris
Nasir bin Eali Alhusaynaa <Akhbar Aldawlat Alsaljugiat, sahahah : muhamad
'ligbali: Lahur: jamieat binijab , 1933.

Galedl (S b rgym Oz ¥ calidl Jeodal) cgypiall pae deas Gr gea)l ae -

AN VISR

- Abd Alrahman bin Muhamad Eawad Aljaziri, Alfigh ealaa Almadhahib Al'arbaeati,
jil. Bayrut: dar alkutub aleilmiati, 1424a.h./2003.
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- Muhamad bin 'Abi Bakr bin 'Ayuwb bin Saed bin Hariz bin Qiimi, Jala' Al'atham fi
Fadl Alsalat w Alsalam ealaa Khayr Al'anam sly allh elyh wslm , tahqiqa:zayid bin
'ahmad alnashiraa, ‘'iishrafa:bakur bin eabd allah 'abu zayd :Jdata: dar ealam
alfawayid ,1425a.h. /2004
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- Muhamad bin Eali bin Sulayman Alraawindaa, Rahat Alsudur w Ayt Alsururu faa
Tarikh Aldawlat Alsaljuqiat, tarjamatu: 'iibrahim 'amin alshawarbi waeabd alnaeim

muhamad hasanayn wafuad eabd almuetaa alsayaad: Cairo: almajlis al'aclaa
lilthaqafat , 2005.
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- Muafaq aldiyn 'Abu Muhamad bin Abd Alrahman Ibn Alshaykh 'Abi Alharam Mkky

bin Euthman, Murshid Alzuwaar 'ilaa Qubur Al'abrar Almusamaa Aldur Almunazam

fi Ziarat Aljabal Almuqatam,jul,,tahqiq wataeliq:muhamad fathaa 'abu bakr : Cairo:
aldaar almisriat allubnaniat ,1995.
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- 'librahim Jameahu, Dirasat fi Tatawur Alkitabat Alkufiat ealaa Al'ahjar fi Misr fi
Alqurun Alkhamsat Al'uwlaa Lilhijrat : Cairo wa Baghdadu: Dar alfikr alearabii wa
Jamieat Baghdad, sanatil387a.h/1967.



Gpmcmally S 8 Al o) VT o ifipalus i) 5 a1k Anpl canl mald i) a0 plagd

Bypdia e olysi€a Al " A A sl cllleall Alg jeae 8 WA cgagin ) aal-
212962 1 81 E ) daala BV AS LY BY) aud
-'Tibrahim Alsayid Saeudi, "Alrukham fi Easr Dawlat Almamalik Albahriat Dirasatan

'Athariatan  Faniyatan" (risalat dukturah ghayr manshuratin,qisam alathar
al'iislamiati, kuliyat aluathari, jamieat alqahirati, 1414 a.h./1994 )
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- 'librahim eabd Alqadir Hasan,Tarmim wa Sianat Aluathar wa Mugqtanayat Almuthaf
Alfaniyati: Alriyada:jamieat Alriyad, 1399a.h. / 1979.
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- 'librahimiaan 'Urundi, Tarikh 'Tiran Alhadithi, tarjamatu: mujdaa subhaa: Alkuaytu:
Almajlis Alwatanaa Lilthagafat wa Lfunun wa Ladab, 2014.
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- 'Alfrid Lukas , Almawadu wa Lsinaeat eind Qudama' Almisriiyna, tarjamatu:zkaa
"liskandar wamuhamad zakariaa ghinim: Cairo: maktabat madbulaa,1411a.h./1991.
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- Badie Muhamad Jameahu, Qawaeid Allughah Alfarisiat mae Altatbigat wa Lnususu:
Bayrut: dar alnahdat alearabiat , 1982 .
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- Bilal eabd Alwahaab Alrafaecaa, Alkhatu Alearbaa Tarikhuh wa Hadiruh : Dimashqa:
dar abn kathir ,1410a.h./1990.
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- Jamal Khayr Allah, Alnuqush Alkitabiat ealaa Shawahid Alqubur Al'iislamiat mae
Muejam Al'alfaz wa Lwazayif Al'iislamiati: Cairo: dar aleilm wal'iimani, 2007.
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- Husam Euays Tantawaa, "Shawahid Alqubur Al'iiraniat Almusawarat khilal Aleasr
Alqgajaraa 1209- 1344a.h./ 1794- 1925a.d. faa Daw' Majmueat Mukhtarat min
Mathaf Alrawdat Almuqadasat Biqim Dirasat Athariat Faniyatan" , Majalat Shadat,
mujalad3( 2016) : 78-121
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- Hasan Albasha, Al'alqab Al'iislamiat faa Altaarikh wa Lwathayiq wa Lathar: Cairo:
dar alnahdat alearabiat ,1978.
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-, Mawsueat Aleimarat wa Luathar wa Lfunun Al'iislamiati, mujaladu3 :
Lubnan: 'awraq sharqiat ,1420a.h./1999.
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- Hasan Qasim Habshu, Alkhatu Alearbaa Alkufaa: Bayrut: dar alqilimi,1406a.h./1985
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- Hasan Muhamad Nur eabd Alnuwr, Alhayyat Aleamat Lishawahid Alqubur
Al'iislamiat wa Tarakibiha Dirasat fi Alshakl wa Lmaghzaa: Egypt: dar alwafa'i,
2015
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- Hmaduh Thabit Mahmud, "Shahid Qabr Nadir gadim 'Ueid Aistikhdamah fi Algarn
Althaalith Alhijraa Dirasat Athariatan Faniyatan Mugqaranatan", majalat kuliyat
aluathar bigana, jamieat janub alwadi, eadad11 (2016): 134-165
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- Khalid Qataysh,Alkhati Alearbaa wa Faq Tatawurihi: Aljazayar: diwan almatbueat
aljamieiati, 1986.
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- Khalil Yahyaa Namaa«"'Asil Alkhati Alearabii wa Tarikh Tatawurih 'Tilaa ma Qabl
Al'islami", majalat kuliyat aladab,almujalad 3,aleadad 1,alqahira (sinatul935): 1-
112.
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- Dunald Walibar, Tiran Masiha wa Hadiruha, tarjamatu: eabd almuneim muhamad

hasanin: Cairo wa Birut: dar alkitaab almusraa wadar alkitaab allubnanaa,
1405a.h./1985.
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- Ra'afat eabd Alraaziq, "Dirasat 'Athariat Faniyat Limajmueat min Shawahid Alqubur
min Algarn 13 hijri/ 19miladi", majalat kuliyat aladab, jamieat tanta, eadad19 ,ja2,
(ynayir 2006): 555-658
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- Zakaa Salih ,Alkhati Alearabii: Cairo: alhayyat almisriat aleamat lilkitabi,sanatil 983.
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- Zakaa Muhamad Hasanu,"Alzakharif Alkitabiat fi Alfani Al'iislamii" , majalat
alkitab ,almujalad 1,sanat 'uwlaa ,ja3 (muharam 1365A.H./ynayirl946A.D.), 277-
285.
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- Salmaa eabd Alwahaab eabd Alsamad Kibru wa Kamal Eanani Tismaeil wa Tafidat
Muhamad eabd Aljawad 'Tismaeil, "Dirasat Lishahid Qabr min Madinat Mursih
Al'andalusiat min Easr Almurabitayn Dirasat Atharih", majalat kuliyat aladab,
jamieat tanta, eadad39(2020) : 1-26

saigall Ggamall A& Dbyt el dnney dnldie el aaled degenad Auh (e deaa Hlad jew -
Y e—44 :(("Y o) 0) Y’G comad (e dzala o elilly da pll Gluhall < pa o wald) é}.ﬂ\
- Smar Najaar Muhamad Alai, "Dirasat Limajmueat Shawahid Qubur Euthmaniat

Bimadinat Aljazayir: Dirasatan fi Almadmuni", almutamar alduwaliu alsaadisi,
markaz aldirasat albardiat walnuqusha, jamieat eayn shams, ja3 (2015): 99-110.
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- Seham eabd Allah Jad eabd Allah,"Alnuqush Alshaahidiat faa Tarabulus Algharb
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