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Unpublished four funerary masks in Mallwi museum
Nahed Awad Nour Elhady Yehia
Lecture at Archaeology Dep., Faculty of arts, Minia
University, Egypt
nahed.awad@mu.edu.eg

Abstract: The doctrine of immortality and resurrection is the direct motive in the work
and development of funeral masks. This doctrine has kept the shape of the deceased
unchanged so that the spirit does not mistake it once again; Thus, since ancient times,
the Egyptian artist has been keen to triumph over death and mortality, making the
greatest works of ancient art that would give immortality in the other world. Masks
were among those works.

This research aims to study four colorful stucco funeral masks that have not been
published before and the research provides a descriptive study of these masks, which
included the registration number and the measurements of those masks, and the current
state of the masks, followed by a detailed description of the masks, Then the analytical
study followed and included the manufacture material, the techniques used in those
masks, Colors used, eye execution methods, hairdressing methods, ornaments and
garlands, the technical characteristics of these masks, alive or dead, and the races
depicted by these masks and the source of such masks, followed by the use of a
comparative approach to determine the exporter and the exact date of such masks. The
presented study showed that the masks were diverse and technically affluent and
belonged to different time periods.

Mask No. (1) preserved in Mallawi Museum, registration number (304), and
represents a young boy.

Mask No. (2) preserved in Mallawi Museum, registration number (319), and
represents a young man.

Mask No. (3) preserved in Mallawi Museum, registration number (296), and
represents a girl of a young age.

Mask number (4) preserved in Mallawi Museum, registration number (305),
representing a woman.

Keywords: stucco masks - hairdressing methods — ornaments.
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69, pl. A. 212.
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Roots, Faces of Grimm, romichen
Imortality,31, fig.1 Mummienmasken,
taf.20, no.3.
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Kleiner, Roman Sculpture, 208, fig.1.
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Roots, Faces of Immortality, 41, pl. 21. Aubert & Cortopassi, Portrait
funeraires, 109,112, pl. B.34
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Grimm, romichen Mummienmasken, taf. 29, no 3,4.
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Parlasca & Seeman, Mumienportrats, 127,taf..31
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215, taf. 104. , taf. 93, no. 2.
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Aubert & Cortopassi, Portrait funeraires, 95, B 22.
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Aubert & Cortopassi, Portrait funeraires, 151, D 11.
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Aubert & Cortopassi, Portrait funeraires ,152, D 12.
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Ogden, "Gold jewellery," 44, fig. 200. Parlasca& Seemann, Mummienportrats,
297, taf. 196.
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Ogden, "Gold Jewellery," 44, fig.205, 206.
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Ogden, "Gold Jewellery," 48, fig. 237 Doxiades, The Mysterious Fayum Portraits,
216, 235, pl. 94.
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Seeber, Untersuchungen, Abb. 32.
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Cairo: Maktabat Madbiili, 1997.
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Risalat duktiirah, Qism al-Athar, Kulliyat al-Adab, Jami‘at al-Iskandariyah, 2001.
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A‘14 lil-Athar, 2004.
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