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Reasons and Symbolism Many Deities Take the Same Animal form In Ancient
Egyptian Religious Thought

Bassem Mohamed Sayed
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Ain Shams University- Cairo-Egypt
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Abstract: Many deities share the same form, with the presence of some simple
symbols that distinguish one from the other, and despite the differences in names,
centers of worship, and the roles played by each of them, the purpose of this study is to
examine each group of deities that shared the same form and thus to search for the
common factor that brings them together so that they take the same form despite their
different names, roles, and centers of worship. Perhaps the participation of many deities
in the same form is due to what that form represents in the concept of the ancient
Egyptian or what this form symbolizes in his thought. Perhaps that symbolism is what
made the ancient Egyptians. The multiplicity of deities of the same form is not viewed
as a matter of overlap but rather is treated as a natural matter based on the concept that a
single symbolism is what brings them together.
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"' LGG VI, 25; for more see: Ahmed Badawe, Der Gott Chnum (Germany: GluckStadt, 1937); Eberhard
Otto, “Chnum®, in: L4 1:1975: 950-954.
> Wh 3, 381.16-18; LGG VI, 25 ff.
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' LGG VII, 411; PT utt.577 (§1521a) & 548 (§1546a); Raymond Faulkner, The Ancient Egyptian
Pyramid Texts (Oxford: Clarendon Press,1968), 233, 235.

* Richard H. Wilkinson. The complete gods and goddesses of ancient Egypt (New York: Thames &
Hudson, 2003), 17-18.

Wb 5,301; LGG VIL, 411 ff,

Wb 1,144.5.
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* Ropert B. Parkinson, The Tale of Sinuhe and Other Ancient Egyptian Poems (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1999), 21.
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Egyptian Myth and History. , Boreas 14 (Uppsala: Universitatis Upsaliensis, 1986), 21.
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! Susan T. Hollis, Five Egyptian Goddesses (London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2019), 33.
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