VPP = Yao i(Yarr) €0 alaadl  an cpuad (e Aaaly QEY) A0S (BCPS) 4papll cladall 3850 Ao

(Gaakailly ggiall) 3leniall Apbal) culylist)

s chJ;J\ Lﬁi‘}“ Q\MIA cg\f}“ @S c_)t&\ ('u-ng CU e
N.lbrahim@artnv.au.edu.eg

b ki ¥ Gy 35K (e R 138 elaxing ) ) UK Gl a slend) $pladll 3,6 2 Gadlal)
Gsany Blad Ut 800 s 2a) Slenl) Lladl) (mgecil) CSLES) dAlay A 8 clajndis LeShy Ll
ol DA e gl tiband D L Dpentll () Cun Lo Aiphy LLES Clnd cue g dpeilly
Sl oabeY) ) LRy DA G 3Rl ol dihy lexe Jalaill dliyhy eilaw el daaad IS5 clede
lardd) (asuails ¢oll) e ompall Aagiill 1) Jsaaglly A0GSH haall Gl lasisl ) (gl 45K Candy
A8ln) mgeslly anilly s g3 Cam tlggle Capatl) Al 8 5hah LYy Uy Lo puin gl o Raga (S5 o
leie bl Aabl e Y OIS G dplias ulin RIS Lealadin) ) dalally Al A8kl Y
138 s slanalls slaall Zutisl) dal) Gl 35ally Conall Lalis jleds) e daally ¢ o€ an ) Lealialy
cpasall lgie z Akl Ghlsaly il @i 485k ¢lgan saais 3ol LS Tl o jeiasd Aulpall b
cpassaill (hlse; Lalall Lihal) Sales bl duhall caials

R = gy — AUS - 30— dpead Al cilalsl)

The Coptic cryptographic writings (Method and Application)

Nesma Ibrahim Mohammed
Lecturer, Faculty of arts, New Valley University, Egypt
N.Ibrahim@artnv.au.edu.eg

Abstract: Coptic cryptography is the secret writing used by a certain group of scribes in
order to prevent other people from deciphering or understanding it. Each alphabet has
unique properties, like a unique way to work with it, a unique way to decode it. Many
reasons drove text writers to employ this writing feature and achieve the intended
outcome from it.

The encrypted texts were not only important because of their subject matter but also
because they are distinguished in the way of identifying them, as they are characterized
by complexity and ambiguity. In addition, the historical background and the need to use
them reveal several cultural aspects that had to be unveiled and clarified to a large
extent. Hence, the need to focus on showing the weaknesses and strengths of this
writing feature called cryptography.

As a result, the study examined the styles of writing that use encryption, their texts, a
method for cracking the code, and the locations from which the texts were collected.
The study finished with its findings and an appendix of maps of the writings.
Keywords: Cryptograph — Code — Writing — Secret — Encrypt.
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® Eric Hornung, Idea into image, Essays on ancient Egyptian thought (New York: Pantheon Books for the
Bollingen, 1992), 33.

* Jean Doresse, "Cryptography”, in Coptic Encyclopedia 8, ed. Aziz Atiya (USA: Macmillian Publisher,
1991), 65-69; Jean Doresse,"Cryptographie Copte et Cryptographie Grecque", BIE 33, (1952): 215.

® Doresse,"Cryptography", 68.

® Henry Liddle and Robert Scott, Greek- English lexicon (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998), 1000.

F(Y ) Sy A 1S ) Al dgpadl) Bliaall 8 slendd) S ¢ Jgie g
® Eric Iversen, The Myth of Egypt and its Hieroglyphs in Europeon Tradion (New Jersey: Princeton
University Press, 1993), 36.
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! Cryptogram; a communication in cipher or code, or a figure or representation having a hidden
significance, that is, it is in the general form (a message that is written in code).
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Cryptography, Enchoria 9, (1979): 19-20.
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Donald Redford, Pharaonic king-lists annals and Daybooks, A contribution to the study of the Egyptian
sense of history (USA: Benben Publications, 1986), 84-85, note 42.
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Wisse,"Cryptography":118-119; also see, Giovanna Menci,"Scritture segrete nell’Egitto Romano e
byzantine", Atene e Roma, Nuova Serie Seconda, Il, Fasc.3-4, (2008): 260ff.
2 Doresse,"Cryptography", 65-67; Fuad Megally,"Numerical system", Coptic, in Coptic Encyclopedia 6,
ed. Aziz Atiya (USA: Macmillian Publisher, 1991), 1820-1822.
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game (USA: The Newsletter of the Neal A. Maxwell Institute for Religious Scholarship, 2010);
Rydelnik Michael, The Moody Bible Commentary (Chicago: Faculty of Moody Bible Institute, 2014).
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! Doresse,"Cryptography", 65-67.
Z Jean Doresse, "Les apocalypses de Zoroastre, de zostérien, de Nicothee Porphyre, Vie de Poltin, 16", in
Coptic Studies in Honor of Walter Crum, ed. Alexandre Bontemps (Boston: Byzantine Institute, 1955),

255-263.
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® Walter Crum, and Gerard Evelyn white, The monastery of Epiphanius at Thebes, Vol. 2 (New York:
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 1926), Nos, 211,616,701-702.

4 James Qubell, Excavation at Saggara, The Monastery of Apa Jermiah (Cairo: Institute frangais

d'archéologie, 1912), Nos, 141,705.

® Yassa Abdel Masih, and others, "Coptic Graffiti and inscriptions from the monastery of phoebammon",
in Le Monstere de Phoebammon dans la thebaide, Vol. 2, ed. Charles Bachatly (Cairo: Society
d'Archeology Copte, 1965), 24-157, No.30.
® Adolf Erman, “Zaiiberspruch fiir Einen Hund", ZAS 33, (1895): 132-135.
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! Anne Boud'hors, and Chantal Heurtel, Les Ostraca Coptes de la TT29, autour du moine Frange", Vol. 1
(Bruxelles: études d'archéologie thébain 3, 2010), No.140.

% Emile Chassinat, Un Papyrus Médical Copte (Cairo: Mémoires Publiés par les. Membres de I'Institut
francais d'Archéologie orientale du Caire 32, 1921), Nos, 135, 136, 170, 171, 192, 270, 271, 331, 332.

® Arnold Van Lantschoot, Recueilles colophons des Manuscrits chrétiens d'Egypte, Tome I, les colophon
coptes des Manuscrits sahidiques, Facsimile I, Textes (Milano: Cisalpino-Gagliardica, 1973), Paris-
Copte No.131 fol 2 r.

* Lantschoot, Recueilles colophons, Nos, M583, M595, M596, M633.

® John Darnell, Theban desert road survey in the Egyptian western desert Gebel Tjauti Rock Inscription
1-45 and wadi el hol rock inscription 1-45 (lllinois: Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago,
2002), Nos, 36, 37, 40, 41.

® Boud'hors, and Heurtel, Les Ostraca Coptes de la TT29, No.140.
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! Doresse,"Cryptography",68; for further information about Isopsephy cipher see, Kieren Barry, The
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Wheel/Weiser, 1999).
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Claredon press, 1898), XC.
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