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Means of exciting Humor in Menander’s comedy in the Light of
“Hated man” and lost plays fragments
Tamer abdel baset abdel fatah
Assistant professor, Spanish department, faculty of Arts, Helwan
University, Egypt
tamer.abdelbaset@arts.helwan.edu.eg
Abstract: This paper explores different means of creating Humor in Menander’s
comedies, especially in his complete comedy play”Avokorog ““Hated man” and his
other fragments discovered in recent years. Menander (342-290 B.C) was a Greek
dramatist and the best-known representative of Athenian New Comedy during the
fourth century B.C. He created different means of Humor and suggested solutions for
some social problems to entertain the audience and make them aware of such problems.
Menander utilized the interjections of laughter during the performance of the plays to
grab the attention of the audience and to change the entrance of his typical characters.
The study sheds light on all these means by focusing on four main points: First: the
reason for using Humor in dramatic actions, Second: means of creating Humor
depending on comic situations, Third: means of creating Humor depending on the funny
behavior of the characters, Finally: means of creating Humor depending on the funny
expressions and diction.
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! Netta Zagagi, The Comedy of Menander, convention, variation and originality (London: Duckworth
press, 1994), 57.

2 Zagagi, the comedy of Menander, 70.

® Arist. The Art of poetry, translated by Ingram Bywater (London: press and published by Create Space
Independent Publishing Platform, 2013.) 1449a 31.

* Stobaeus, Florlbegium, 3, 34, 18.

® Geoffrey Arnott, Menander ’s use of Dramatic space, pallas, no 54 ou courir organisation et symbolque
de [’espace dans la comedie antique (France: presses universitaires du midi, 2000), 81.
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number of persons under the general direction of G. Vitelli and M. Norsa. A list of
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- Men., unidentified play, fr.804.
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1. Arist. The Art of poetry.Translated by Ingram Bywater, London: press and published
by CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform, 2013.

2. Arnold Gomme- Francis Sandbach, Menander a Commentary, Oxford: Oxford
press, 2003.

3. Peter Brown, Menander the plays and Fragments, Oxford: Oxford press, 2008.

4. Rudolf Kassel —Austin, Poetae Comici Graeci, German: Press of Berlin, 1998.

5. Stobaeus, Florlbegium in Greek Anthology, Translated by Paton W.R and Wiliiam
Rogar, London: press by Loeb Classical Library, 1921.

6. Thesaurus Linguae Graecae (TLG-E), University of California, Irvine, 2000.

oy



52580l 4l posa y2ik5 Jadll mpuan 6 gum (B ng i LS b ISl 58 il g Uiillae baldlae el

rdgal) palall — )
bl adadl) U g ptilio i Y el e Wil Ll [iaiasS Lansi e sshad anall 2 )
Y ovo (lalV)y ogilly AalEN

—Abdel Moati Shaarway, Targama Comedia Al Fath llshaer al comedy al Eghreky

Menandros, al kwuit, al Maglis al Watnni llthkafa WA al Fonon WA Aladab, 2015.
tdgaialy) talal) - luald

- Allinson Francis Greenleaf, Menander: the Principal Fragments, London: Oxford
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