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Abstract

This study is concerned with the great intellectual battle that arose in the early 20™ century
due to the article of Dr. Ismail Adham (1940) "Why am | an Atheist?" which was published in
The Imam magazine to express his happiness at becoming an atheist who takes upon himself
the responsibility of spreading the atheist thought. Dr. Ahmed Zaki Abu Shadi (1955) reacted
to this article with a lecture that was published, later, in “Adaby” magazine under the title:
"Why am | a Believer?" Likewise, Mr. Mohamed Farid Wajdi (1954), responded to Adham’s
article with a philosophical study published in Al -Azhar magazine. This study is entitled:
"Why is he an atheist?". Similarly, Sheikh Yusuf Al-Dajawi (1946) replied back with a series
of articles published in Al -Azhar magazine under the title: "4 Great Violation that can’t be
Tolerated". The present study highlights the semantic and the formal textual structures of the
discourses of atheism and that of faith that attacks it with a view to protect Islam against all
the atheist media appeals that seek to affect and influence public opinion. These attempts
reveal how Ismail Adham tried to spread his ideas through language, and how the Arab
muslim community received this discourse and read it, refuting his claims. The study adopts
the Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) as its theoretical framework, and aims, through the
sociocognitive approach of Van Dijk, to underline the fact that every discourse has certain
textual structures that disclose the point of view of its maker, his beliefs as well as his
ideologies. The study also aims to highlight the fact that every discourse establishes in the
readers certain cognitive attitudes that fuse with the discourse maker’s cognitive
representations, in a manner that practises authoritarian power which, in turn, seeks to
maintain social dominance.
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