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Abstract:

The novel has been distinguished from other literary genres
as being the most capable of celebrating reality and recording
the events that unfold within it. It was not the documentary
novel that emerged randomly, but rather it came as one of the
new narrative forms imposed by the realistic changes in major
human societies politically and socially. The significance of this
format lies in its being a mechanism of meaning production,
possessing a specificity in monitoring what could happen in the
world and highlighting its artistic reflections on the stage of
reality, away from the accusatory directness. From this
perspective, the documentary novel has become a desired goal
for many novelists, given its cognitive and aesthetic potentials,
enabling it to comprehend events, whether they are wars,
revolutions, or monumental achievements, and to address the
positive or negative developments imposed on human societies.
Exploring the spaces that intersect between the intellectual and
cognitive and what is artistic and aesthetic, characteristic of this
narrative form, is what intrigued me to delve into its horizons,
daring to unravel its secrets and test its artistic tools in dealing
with real events. This is what prompted me to choose the title:
"The Novel as a Documentary Horizon" as the subject of this
study. To have confidence to some extent in the truthfulness
revealed by the study's results, the study, in its practical aspect,
preferred to start with a distinguished novel, which is "August
Star" by the eminent and experienced Egyptian writer Sanaa
Allah Ibrahim, who represented one of the most prominent
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figures of the sixties and seventies generations, truly witnessing
what these two eras of the last century were filled with, whether
achievements or failures, to the extent that they occupied the
largest space of his literary world. The study began by
presenting its view from attempting to answer a set of questions
posed by the nature of the subject in its theoretical and practical
aspects, including: What does the novel mean in its documentary
horizon? What is the connection between this format and the
narrative art? What are the reasons for its emergence? What is
the artistic structure it contains? Is there a difference between it
and the historical novel in its format? What is the distinctive
artistic specificity of this narrative format? Why was this
particular narrative format, especially the documentary novel,
appealing to Sanaa Allah Ibrahim in general? And how did this
narrative format emerge artistically and aesthetically in the
novel "August Star" in particular?

Keywords: Documentary novel “ Al rwaya al tasgiliah”-
Transformations of the narrative text “ Tahwlat al nas al
rwa'ay” — Sunaa Allah Ibrahim - Documentary narration “ Al
sard al Tawtheqi”— Structure of documentary characters “ Bnit
al Shakhsiat al tasgiliah” — Structure of documentary place
Boniat al Makan al tasgily” — Structure of documentary time
Boniat al zaman al tasgily” ” - Structure of documentary
language “ Boniat al lougah al tasgiliah”.
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