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"Greetings Expressions in the Prophetic
Tradition: Meanings and Significance - A Hadith
Study”

Amal bint Abdullah Al-Duaiji
Department of Islamic Studies, College of Education, King Saud
University, Saudi Arabia.

Email: Aaldiaji@ksu.edu.sa
Abstract:

Allah has divided the religion into creed and law, and among the
branches of the law are manners and good ethics. The predecessors
of the nation showed keen interest in writing and compiling works on
manners and ethics, relying on two great sources: the Quran and the
Sunnah. Among the finer points of ethics are expansiveness,
cheerfulness, kind words, and the selection of pleasant expressions
when greeting and meeting others, due to their significant impact on
hearts' affinity, dispelling any sense of estrangement. Hence, the
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) exemplified excellent
manners, gentleness in companionship, and abundant forgiveness
and patience.

One aspect of ethics that the Sharia focused on is the use of pleasant
expressions when welcoming a guest or receiving a loved one. Thus,
the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) conveyed a number of
greeting expressions, each carrying subtle meanings.

Considering people's need to understand their Prophet's Sunnah in
receiving their guests and choosing the kindest words, and
understanding that these greetings are part of the Sunnah and not
mere customs or traditions, and due to the importance of good
manners among people, as those with good manners have more allies
and fewer adversaries, and find difficult matters easier, and hearts
are more inclined towards them, this research aims to gather and
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study the greetings expressions mentioned in the Sunnah, both those
said by Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and those said to
him. The study will delve into their meanings, rulings, and benefits.

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, tracing and
compiling Hadiths from authentic sources. Each Hadith will be
presented first, followed by linguistic and Hadith-related meanings.
The study will highlight the benefits contained in the Hadith,
focusing on general aspects without delving into specific details or
mentioning differences if any. The goal is to explain the greeting
expressions and their meanings and related benefits without
elaboration on other matters.

Keywords: Greetings expressions , Prophetic tradition , finer
points of ethics, greeting and peace etiquettes , affinity of hearts .
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