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The rule of majority in speech styles: an applied
analytical study on twenty-five places from the
interpretation of al-Tabari (d. 370 AH - 923 AD)

Abid bin Raji Al-Sheikh

Department of Islamic Studies, Ministry of Education, Saudi Arabia.
Email: Abedelragy@yahoo.com
Abstract:

This study aims to review some instances of Al-Tabari's applications of the
principle of presenting the majority and the most common views of Arabs
without the rare and sparingly used, and how he - may Allah have mercy on
him - used this principle in interpreting verses, selecting opinions therein, and
adjudicating between the meanings attributed to scholars in interpreting these
verses. It also adjudicated between readings if found according to the
appropriate meaning based on the principle's criteria.

The significance of this topic lies in highlighting a source of Quranic
interpretation, namely interpreting the Quran in Arabic, and elucidating the
status of the eminent scholar, the Imam of interpreters, Ibn Jarir Al-Tabari.
Undoubtedly, the primary importance of this study lies in its relevance to the
Book of Allah, which is the basis of all sciences and the source of all religious
sciences.

The reason for choosing the topic is to highlight a source of Quranic
interpretation, which is interpreting the Quran in Arabic, and to elucidate how
Ibn Jarir Al-Tabari used the principle of presenting the majority and the most
common views without the rare and sparingly used in interpretation and
adjudication.

Due to the nature of the research, it is divided into an introduction, two
chapters, a conclusion, and indexes, as follows: Introduction: Including the
importance of the topic, the reason for choosing it, research objectives,
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research limits, research methodology, and research plan.Chapter One:
Defining the principle of presenting the majority and the most common views
among Arabs according to Ibn Jarir Al-Tabari.Chapter Two: Applications of
the principle of presenting the majority and the most common views through
twenty instances in Ibn Jarir Al-Tabari's exegesis.

This study has reached numerous conclusions, among which are: The term
"Al-Furqan' in the verse "And We had certainly given Moses and Aaron the
criterion' means the truth that Allah gave to Moses and Aaron, and the victory
over enemies, according to the majority of the Arab speech.

Keywords: Majority Principle , Speech Styles , Al-Tabari's Exegesis ,
0dd ,Sparingly Used .
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