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"Exception in the Principle of Pronoun Referral: A
Theoretical and Applied Study”

Abdulrahman Abdullah Ahmed Al-Ghamdi

Department of Interpretation and Quranic Sciences, College of Sharia and Islamic
Studies, Najran University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Email: 4bdelrahman5060@gmial.com
Abstract:

This study aims to uncover the exception in the principle of pronoun referral through
both theoretical and applied investigation to clarify its meaning and intent. Given the
scarcity of literature on the principles of interpretation, most works in this field are
primarily focused on the sciences of the Quran, such as "Tayseer fi Qawa'id 'llm al-
Tafsir" by Muhammad bin Sulaiman al-Kafiji (d. 879 AH), and "Usul al-Tafsir wa
Qawa'iduh" by Khalid bin Abdul Rahman Al-Ak. Regarding the compilation and study
of the principles themselves, there are only two unique works in this era: the first being
"Oawa'id al-Tafsir: Compilation and Study" by Khalid bin Othman Al-Sabt in two
volumes, a doctoral thesis presented at the Islamic University, and the second being
"Oawa'id al-Tarjeeh 'Ind al-Mufassireen" by Hussein bin Ali Al-Harbi in two volumes,
a master's thesis presented at Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University. The latter
is more specific as it deals with preferential principles.

This study has concluded several key findings, including in the principle of pronoun
referral: (The default is to refer the pronoun to the nearest mentioned unless there is
evidence to the contrary). The pronoun may refer to the distant entity, but this is not
absolute. Reasons that deviate the text from the principle include: the distant entity
being newly introduced, the unsuitability of its referral to the nearest, or a consensus
among interpreters to refer it to other than the nearest. These are all valid reasons that
deviate the text from the principle.

The significance of this topic lies in its connection to the foundational aspect, which
serves as a crucial pillar in the lives of people in general and interpreters in particular.
The danger of deviating from foundational principles lies in its impact on intellectual
and methodological deviations. It is notable that many interpretations in books of
exegesis often present various opinions without preference or critical evaluation,
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although some of these opinions require reconsideration and scrutiny. Therefore, these
principles serve as a guide for determining the preferable from the less preferable.

Keywords.~ Exception , pronoun referral , principles of interpretation
interpreters , foundational principle .
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