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The implicit cultural pattern in Ghazi Al-

Gosaibi’s novel “Al-Asfouriya”

Mohammed Mahmoud Abdel-Latif Omran
Department of Literature and Criticism, Faculty of Arabic Language,
Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

Email: MohamedOmran.e20@azhar.edu.eg Abstract:

The aim of this study is to identify the colors of the cultural pattern
implicit in the text of Al-Asfouriya by Ghazi Al-Gosaibi, and to
demonstrate its impact on the text and the extent of the writer’s ability
to achieve criticism and guide the recipient through it without falling
under the penalty of accountability.

Through this text, Al-Gosaibi danced with words over the pain of the
Arabs in the sixties and seventies, and Asfourism turned into hidden,
constructive criticism. Perhaps it will resonate, create an impact, or
lead to a rebellion. To do so, he mentioned an intertwined series of
conflicts and events that overflow with pain and injury. He revealed
what psychological pressures and life tragedies may inflict on an
intellectual who loves his country, as they may lead him to lose security
and psychological security. He may resort to different critical methods
and use techniques that contradict the usual norm. The implicit cultural
pattern and its manifestations in Al-Asfouriyya’s narrative constituted
an indirect defense mechanism. In an effort to alleviate the crisis of the
Arab reality - at that time - and this came under the guidance of the
cultural critical approach, I have reached several conclusions, the most
important of which is: Al-Gosaibi does not stop at the general meaning
of the underlying cultural pattern, its connotations and logical limits,
but rather makes it an expression of a psychological state with a
comprehensive, collective meaning, as is the reality of life - in the time
of text and the time of writing - and the political, economic and cultural
problems it carries. Al-Gosaibi experienced it as a young man,
politician, and thinker, a prominent reason for determining the quality
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of the text of “Al-Asfouriya” and the use of tools of camouflage,
deception, and evasion.

Keywords: The implicit cultural pattern, Masrawiya Al-Asfouriya,
Ghazi Al-Gosaibi.
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